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I. Human Rights Violations 
 

 

Statement by the Presidency of the Council of the 

European Union on the imminent execution of 

Bahman Soleimanian in Iran 

http://www.eu2008.fr/PFUE/lang/en/accueil/PFUE-08_2008/PFUE-

28.08.2008/PESC_Iran3 

 On: 28.08.2008  

The Presidency of the Council of the European Union is deeply concerned by the 

announcement of the imminent execution of Bahman Soleimanian, sentenced to death 

in Iran despite his being a minor at the time the offence with which he was charged 

was committed. It urges Iran to respect the international human rights conventions 

that it freely ratified and that prohibit the execution of minors by ensuring with 

immediate effect that its legislation and practices comply with them. 

  

The Presidency of the Council of the European Union is particularly concerned about 

the high number of individuals executed in Iran this year who were minors at the time 

the offences of which they were accused were committed. It strongly condemns the 

execution of Behnam Zare on 26 August, whose family and lawyer were not notified 

in advance. This decision brings the number of these executions to six this year. 

 

The Presidency once again urges Iran to commute the death sentences of the dozens 

of minors awaiting execution. 
 

http://www.eu2008.fr/PFUE/lang/en/accueil/PFUE-08_2008/PFUE-28.08.2008/PESC_Iran3
http://www.eu2008.fr/PFUE/lang/en/accueil/PFUE-08_2008/PFUE-28.08.2008/PESC_Iran3
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European Union declaration concerning the 

imminent danger of the execution of M. Amir 

Marollahi in Iran 

http://www.eu2008.fr/PFUE/lang/en/accueil/PFUE-08_2008/PFUE-

12.08.2008/PESC_Iran_risque_execution 

 On: 12.08.2008  

The European Union is deeply concerned by reports that Mr Amir Amrollahi, 

sentenced to death for crimes committed when he was a minor, is shortly to be 

executed. 

 

This death sentence flagrantly contravenes the international obligations and 

commitments of the  Islamic Republic of Iran as set out in the International Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights and in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, both of 

which prohibit the execution of persons convicted of crimes committed when they 

were minors. 

 

The European Union accordingly condemns the execution on 22 July 2008 of Mr 

Hassan Mozafari and Mr Rahman Shahidi, who were minors at the time of the acts for 

which they were convicted. 

 

The European Union urges Iran to respect its international obligations and to take 

without delay the steps necessary to bring about a stay of execution in the case of Mr 

Amir Amrollahi and in general of all other persons facing the death penalty for acts 

committed when they were minors. 

 

The European Union was therefore relieved to learn of the decision by the Iranian 

judicial authorities to annul the death sentence and order a retrial for Mr Ali Mahin 

Torabi, on whose behalf the European Union had intervened several times in recent 

months. The European Union calls on the Iranian authorities to act likewise in respect 

of other Iranians in the same situation, and to consider appropriate alternative 

penalties, educational and rehabilitative in nature, for those persons. 

http://www.eu2008.fr/PFUE/lang/en/accueil/PFUE-08_2008/PFUE-12.08.2008/PESC_Iran_risque_execution
http://www.eu2008.fr/PFUE/lang/en/accueil/PFUE-08_2008/PFUE-12.08.2008/PESC_Iran_risque_execution
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Declaration by the Presidency on behalf of the 

European Union on the situation in Iran of 

individuals belonging to the Kurdish minority 

http://www.eu2008.fr/PFUE/lang/en/accueil/PFUE-07_2008/PFUE-

18.07.2008/pid/5499 

 On: 06.08.2008  

The European Union is greatly disturbed by the Iranian authorities' infringements of 

the rights of certain Iranian nationals from the Iranian province of Kurdistan. 

Numerous human rights violations against journalists, trades unionists, students and 

human rights defenders who happen to belong to the Kurdish minority have been 

recorded in recent months. 

 

The European Union learnt with grave concern of the death sentences passed on 

Farzad KAMANGAR, Farhad VAKILI, Ali HEIDARIAN, Hivar BOTIMAR and 

Anvar Hosein PANOHI, members of Iranian civil society belonging to the Kurdish 

minority. 

 

The European Union again urges the Iranian authorities to put an end to the death 

sentences and, if necessary by commuting sentences, to executions, and to introduce a 

moratorium with a view to abolition of the death penalty, in accordance with the 

United Nations resolution adopted on 18 December 2007. 

 

Furthermore, the European Union condemns the arrest in the Iranian province of 

Kurdistan of three women's rights activists supporting the "One Million Signatures" 

campaign: Hanna ABDI, sentenced to five years in prison, Zeynab BAYZEYDI, 

brought before a revolutionary court and charged with membership of unauthorised 

human rights associations, and Ronak SAFAZADEH, who is still awaiting a hearing 

nine months after her arrest. 

 

The European Union calls on the Iranian authorities to release these activists 

unconditionally as soon as possible and to drop all charges against them and against 

all other activists of the "One Million Signatures" campaign who are still under 

investigation or arrest. 

 

Likewise, the European Union calls for the liberation of two members of the "Human 

Rights Organisation of Kurdistan": Mohammad Sadiq KABUDVAND, sentenced to 

10 years in prison, and Saman RASOULPOUR, recently arrested while taking part in 

http://www.eu2008.fr/PFUE/lang/en/accueil/PFUE-07_2008/PFUE-18.07.2008/pid/5499
http://www.eu2008.fr/PFUE/lang/en/accueil/PFUE-07_2008/PFUE-18.07.2008/pid/5499
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a peaceful demonstration. 

 

In general, the European Union calls on Iran to fulfil its international human rights 

obligations, such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination – 

to both of which Iran is a party – for the benefit of all people in Iran irrespective of 

sex or sexual orientation, ethnic origin, religion or conviction. 

 

 

 
August 05, 2008 

Journalist hanged in eastern Iran  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/middle_east/7542639.stm 

 

Iran has executed a journalist accused of involvement with a Sunni militant 
group blamed for a spate of attacks in the south-east, officials have said.  

Judiciary spokesman Ali Reza Jamshidi said Yaqoub Mehrnehad and another man were 
hanged on Monday in Zahedan, the capital of Sistan-Baluchistan province.  

Mr Mehrnehad was convicted in February of being a member of Jundallah and of "crimes 
against national security".  

He was arrested in Zahedan last year while reporting for a Tehran newspaper.  

Reports say the journalist also ran a charity apparently focused on improving childhood 
education.  

Sistan-Baluchistan province, which borders both Pakistan and Afghanistan, has long been 
affected by smuggling, drug trafficking, banditry and kidnapping. Its population is mainly 
made-up of the Baluchi ethnic group who are Sunni Muslims.  

Jundallah, also known as the Popular Resistance Movement of Iran, says it is fighting 
against the political and religious oppression of the country's Sunni minority. The 
government says it is a terrorist group.  

In February 2007, Iran hanged a suspected member of Jundallah who was convicted for 
killing 11 members of the Revolutionary Guards.  

Story from BBC NEWS: 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/middle_east/7542639.stm
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Declaration by the Presidency on behalf 

of the European Union concerning application of the 

death penalty in Iran 

http://www.eu2008.fr/PFUE/lang/en/accueil/PFUE-07_2008/PFUE-18.07.2008/pid/5499 

 On: 18.07.2008  

The European Union is deeply concerned by the news of the public execution of ten 

Iranians during the week beginning 7 July 2008 alone.  It is also worried about the 

parliamentary bill to extend the range of offences carrying the death penalty, in 

particular to include the establishment of websites disturbing the "psychological 

security of society", as it is worded.  The bill makes a disproportionate link between 

the acts committed and the penalty imposed and sets out to brutally restrict the 

exercise of freedom of expression.  Being firmly committed to universal abolition of 

the death penalty, the EU strongly condemns its application in Iran and the 

parliamentary bill. 

 

The European Union reaffirms its opposition to capital punishment under any 

circumstances.  The death penalty offends human dignity.  There is also no irrefutable 

evidence that it has any deterrent effect, while any miscarriage of justice in its use is 

irreversible and irreparable.  The Iranian authorities have doubled the number of 

executions from 2006 to 2007, without achieving anything but a worsening crime rate. 

 

The European Union urges Iran to respect international human rights standards, put an 

immediate stop to all executions and introduce a moratorium with the aim of 

abolishing the death penalty, in accordance with the resolution adopted by the United 

Nations General Assembly on 18 December 2007.  It calls on the Iranian parliament 

to withdraw its bill and support a thorough overhaul of judicial practice, making for 

more lenient sentences. 

 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, Croatia* and the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 

candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro, and the EFTA 

countries Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway, members of the European Economic 

Area, as well as Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova, align themselves with this 

declaration. 

 

* Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

 

 

http://www.eu2008.fr/PFUE/lang/en/accueil/PFUE-07_2008/PFUE-18.07.2008/pid/5499
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July 28, 2008 

 

Iran Executes 29 Convicts in One Day  
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/28/world/middleeast/28iran.html?_r=2&ref=middle

east&oref=slogin&oref=slogin 

 
By REUTERS 

TEHRAN (Reuters) — Iran executed 29 convicted drug smugglers 

and other criminals at dawn on Sunday in Evin prison in Tehran, 

state news media reported, as part of an expanded crackdown on 

crime. 

The execution of several people at the same time is often reported in 

Iran, but rarely do the authorities carry out death sentences against 

so many people simultaneously. 

Human rights advocates and Western governments often accuse Iran 

of rights abuses, but Iranian officials usually dismiss the criticism and 

accuse the West of hypocrisy. 

“The 29 who were executed this morning were involved in the 

smuggling of narcotics on a wide scale, organized crime, murder and 

armed robbery,” said the Tehran prosecutor, Saeed Mortazavi, 

according to state radio. 

The police have arrested dozens of people in recent weeks in a new 

drive against what the authorities call “immoral behavior.” Iran 

carried out at least 317 executions in 2007, more than any country 

except China, according to Amnesty International. 

Iran said Saturday that it planned to execute 30 people for murder, 

rape, drug smuggling and other crimes. 

“We are hoping Tehran will become the most unsafe place for drug 

dealers, thugs and troublemakers and also violators of people’s 

honor,” Mr. Mortazavi said. 

“These convicts had long criminal records and after being released 

from prison they returned to the same criminal activities,” he said. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/28/world/middleeast/28iran.html?_r=2&ref=middleeast&oref=slogin&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/28/world/middleeast/28iran.html?_r=2&ref=middleeast&oref=slogin&oref=slogin
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/iran/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/a/amnesty_international/index.html?inline=nyt-org
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Murder, adultery, rape, armed robbery, apostasy and drug trafficking 

are all punishable by death under Iran’s Shariah law, enforced since 

the country’s Islamic Revolution in 1979. 

 

 

 

 

Iran orders jail for journalist over "lies:" agency 
Mon Jul 28, 2008 12:04pm EDT 

http://www.reuters.com/articlePrint?articleId=USBLA85318420080728 

TEHRAN (Reuters) - An Iranian court has sentenced the former head of a news agency to jail 
for publishing lies and also fined him, another news agency reported on Monday. 

Masoud Haidari was managing director of Iran's labor news agency ILNA, which had often 
reported on workers' protests and arrests of rights activists. It was closed by the authorities in 
July last year and recently reopened under new management. 

Analysts saw the closure as part of a broader crackdown on dissenting voices when the 
Islamic Republic is facing international pressure over its disputed nuclear program. The West 
says Iran wants atomic bombs, which Tehran denies. 

Iran says it allows free speech. Iranian journalists say they have to tread carefully in their 
reporting to avoid having their publications closed. 

Haidari was sentenced to three months and a day in prison "for publishing lies" and fined 
1,500,000 rials ($160) "for defamation", the students news agency ISNA said. The fine was in 
lieu of lashes. 

The plaintiffs included a university and a senior official in Iran's labor Ministry, ISNA reported. 
Haidari can appeal. 

(Reporting by Hossein Jaseb, writing by Edmund Blair) 

http://www.reuters.com/articlePrint?articleId=USBLA85318420080728
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EU condemns Iran on death penalty before atom 
talks 

Fri Jul 18, 2008 2:44pm BST 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/usPoliticsNews/idUKL1888404720080718 

 
BRUSSELS (Reuters) - The European Union criticised Iran on Friday for a spate of 

executions and plans to extend the scope of the death penalty, a day before it 

leads international talks on Tehran's disputed nuclear programme. 

The 27-nation bloc, which frequently issues such condemnations on the eve of 

meetings with Iranian officials, voiced concern over reports that 10 Iranians were 

publicly executed last week alone. 

It also signalled concerns about a parliamentary bill which it said would extend 

the range of offences carrying the death penalty to include the creation of 

websites deemed to disturb the "psychological security of society". 

"The bill makes a disproportionate link between the acts committed and the 

penalty imposed and sets out to brutally restrict the exercise of freedom of 

expression," the EU said in a statement. 

"The Iranian authorities have doubled the number of executions from 2006 to 

2007, without achieving anything but a worsening crime rate," it said, urging an 

immediate halt on executions and a moratorium on the death penalty. 

EU foreign policy chief Javier Solana is due to meet chief Iranian nuclear 

negotiator Saeed Jalili in Geneva on Saturday for talks aimed at clarifying Iran's 

reply to an international offer of trade, technical and other incentives if it 

suspends uranium enrichment. 

Solana will be accompanied by officials from six major powers -- United States, 

Russia, China, France, Britain and Germany. In a significant policy shift, 

Washington will be sending a senior envoy for the first time. 

Iran rejects suspicions it wants the atom bomb. While Iranian officials have ruled 

out any suspension of enrichment before the meeting, European diplomats 

believe they have seen signs from Tehran that it is keen to resolve the stand-off. 

(Reporting by Mark John, editing by Paul Taylor and Mariam Karouny) 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/usPoliticsNews/idUKL1888404720080718
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US says it is concerned about student 

arrests in Iran  

http://ca.rss.news.yahoo.com/s/afp/080715/usa/iran_politics_student_justice_us 
Tue Jul 15, 6:00 PM  

WASHINGTON (AFP) - The US State Department said Tuesday it was concerned 

that the Iranian authorities have increased "repression of student activists" following 

the reported arrests of two more students. 

"The United States is concerned by reports that Iranian authorities have stepped up 

their repression of student activists in the wake of the ninth anniversary of the July 9, 

1999 student uprising," it said in a statement. 

Mohammad Hashemi and Bahareh Hedayat were arrested and sent to the notorious 

Tehran prison of Evin on Sunday, the Etemad newspaper said in Tehran. The two are 

members of the central council of the pro-reform student group The Office to 

Consolidate Unity. 

Their detention raised the number of students arrested throughout the country to 

around 18 since the ninth anniversary of the student protests, the Kargozaran 

newspaper said. 

Groups of students hold small gatherings annually to commemorate July 9, which 

marks the most significant clash between the authorities and students in the Islamic 

republic. 

The riots were sparked when hardline vigilantes stormed student dormitories and the 

ensuing violence left dozens of students wounded and many arrested. 

"The United States stands with all students and civil society leaders in Iran who 

courageously struggle for universal rights and justice in their country," said the 

statement from State Department spokesman Sean McCormack. 

"We continue to work with the international community through the United Nations 

and foreign governments to focus attention on the Iranian regime's human rights 

abuses," it added. 

"The United States calls on the Iranian regime to guarantee fundamental freedoms to 

all its citizens, including the provision of due process and fair trials." 

http://ca.rss.news.yahoo.com/s/afp/080715/usa/iran_politics_student_justice_us
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Iran arrests two prominent student activists  

Mon Jul 14, 8:54 AM ET  

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080714/wl_mideast_afp/iranpoliticsstude

ntjustice_080714125430 

Iran has arrested two prominent student activists, the latest in a string of detentions following 

the anniversary of student protests nine years ago, the press reported on Monday. 

Mohammad Hashemi and Bahareh Hedayat were arrested and sent to the notorious Tehran 

prison of Evin on Sunday, the Etemad newspaper said. 

The two are members of the central council of the pro-reform student group The Office to 

Consolidate Unity. 

Their detention raised the number of students arrested throughout the country to around 18 

since the anniversary of student protests on July 9, 1999, the Kargozaran newspaper said. 

An unnamed judiciary source told the state news agency IRNA that the two had been arrested 

accused of "links with illegal and counter-revolutionary groups outside Iran." 

"Their arrest is not related to their student activities," the source said. 

The other arrests have been made in the northeastern city of Mashhad, the southeastern 

Sistan-Baluchestan province and the province of Tehran. 

Groups of students hold small gatherings annually to commemorate July 9, which marks the 

most significant clash between the authorities and students in the Islamic republic. 

The riots were sparked when hardline vigilantes stormed student dormitories and the ensuing 

violence left dozens of students wounded and many arrested. 

Hashemi, Hedayat and some other members of their group were also arrested in July 2007 

for holding a sit-in protest against the imprisonment of three colleagues from Tehran's Amir 

Kabir university, a hotbed of student activism. 

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was famously heckled during a 2006 speech at the 

prestigious university. 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080714/wl_mideast_afp/iranpoliticsstudentjustice_080714125430
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080714/wl_mideast_afp/iranpoliticsstudentjustice_080714125430
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Two Iranian journalists handed heavy jail terms: 
report 

AFP,  June 24, 2008   

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_kmafp/is_200806/ai_n27510164 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Two Iranian journalists who wrote for publications for Iran's ethnic 

minorities have been handed jail terms of up to 11 years, the Kargozaran newspaper 

reported.  

Mohammad Sadigh Kaboudvand, a member of Iran's Kurdish minority, was sentenced to 

11 years in prison after creating a human rights association for the Kurds.  

He is also editor of the weekly Payam-e Mardom-e Kurdestan (Message to the People of 

Kurdestan).  

Saeed Matinpour, ... 

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_kmafp
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_kmafp/is_200806
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_kmafp/is_200806/ai_n27510164
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Texts adopted by Parliament  

Thursday, 19 June 2008 - Strasbourg  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-

2008-0314+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN 

 

European Parliament resolution on Iran 

The European Parliament , 

–   having regard to its previous resolutions on Iran, notably those concerning human rights, 

–   having regard to the EU Presidency statements of 4 June 2008 and 10 June 2008 on the imminent 
execution of juvenile offenders in Iran, 

–   having regard to the Declaration of 13 June 2008 by the Presidency on behalf of the European Union 
on the execution of Mohammad Hassanzadeh, 

–   having regard to the resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations, and, in particular, 
resolution 62/168 of 18 December 2007 on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
and resolution 62/149 of 18 December 2007 on a moratorium on the use of the death penalty, 

–   having regard to the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, to all of which Iran 
is a party, 

–   having regard to Rule 115(5) of its Rules of Procedure, 

A.   whereas the general human rights situation in Iran has continued to deteriorate since 2005, and 
whereas executions alone almost doubled in 2007, 

B.   whereas Iran and a few other countries still execute minors; whereas Iran is known to have 
executed more juvenile offenders than any other country in the world, and according to reports more 
than 100 individuals are on death row in Iran for crimes allegedly committed when under the age of 18, 

C.   whereas Mohammad Hassanzadeh, a juvenile offender who was executed on 10 June 2008, was 
under the age of 18 at the time of execution, 

D.   whereas at least four other juvenile offenders, Behnoud Shojaee, Mohammad Fedaei, Saeed Jazee 
and Behnam Zaare, face imminent risk of execution, however, the Iranian authorities have ordered a 
stay of execution of one month for two of these juvenile offenders, Behnoud Shojaee and Mohammad 
Fedaei, 

E.   whereas the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights reminded the Iranian authorities 
on 10 June 2008 of the absolute prohibition on the application of the death penalty to juvenile offenders 
under international law, 

F.   whereas Iranian juvenile offenders include people accused of having same-sex relations, which is 
subject to capital punishment in Iran, 

1.  Strongly condemns the death sentences and executions in Iran, in particular those imposed or 
carried out on juvenile offenders and minors, and urges the Iranian authorities to respect internationally 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0314+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0314+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
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recognised legal safeguards with regard to minors; 

2.  Stresses that juvenile death sentences are in direct contravention of the international obligations and 
commitments to which the Islamic Republic of Iran is a signatory, specifically as set out in the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, both 
clearly prohibiting the execution of minors or people who have been convicted of crimes committed 
when they were minors; 

3.  Condemns in the strongest possible terms the execution of Mohammad Hassanzadeh, who was 
under the age of 18 when he was executed; 

4.  Urges the Iranian authorities to halt the execution of Behnoud Shojaee, Mohammad Fedaei, Saeed 
Jazee, Behnam Zaare and all other juvenile offenders sentenced to death; 

5.  Calls on the members of the newly elected Majlis (the Iranian Parliament) speedily to pass the 
pending reform of the Iranian penal code, with the aim, notably, of abolishing stoning and executions of 
child offenders, to move towards a moratorium on the death penalty and to bring Iranian legislation into 
line with international human rights obligations; 

6.  Calls for the decriminalisation of same-sex relations in Iran; 

7.  Urges Member States to suspend the expulsion to Iran of persons who are threatened with execution 
or torture; 

8.  Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the governments 
and parliaments of the Member States, the UN Secretary-General, the UN Human Rights Council, the 
Head of the Judiciary of Iran, and the Government and Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
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Bahais detained in Iran contact families 
http://edition.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/meast/06/19/iran.bahai/index.html 

Thu June 19, 2008 

 (CNN) -- Seven Bahai leaders detained by Iranian authorities have contacted their families for the first 

time since their arrest more than a month ago, the Bahai movement said Thursday. 

They were allowed brief phone calls to their families. 

Six of them were seized on May 14 in police raids in Tehran, and one was arrested in March in 

Mashhad. 

The detainees, who are in prison in Tehran, have not been charged with any crime, the Bahais said. 

Bahais have long been persecuted in predominantly Shiite Muslim Iran, and many said they believe the 

seven were arrested because of their faith. 

The government has said the people were detained for "security issues" and that the Bahais are 

members of a group working "against national interest," an allegation the Bahais deny. 

The Bahais said the latest arrests are part of a pattern of religious persecution that began in 1979 when 

the shah of Iran was toppled and an Islamic republic created. 

The Bahais have said they have been killed, jailed and "otherwise oppressed" because of their religion. 

Along with the seven leaders, the Bahais said about 15 others are detained in Iran, "some 

incommunicado and most with no formal charges." 

http://edition.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/meast/06/19/iran.bahai/index.html
http://topics.cnn.com/topics/Shia_Islam
http://topics.cnn.com/topics/Iran
http://topics.cnn.com/topics/Religion
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Women’s Rights Activists arrested in peaceful solidarity 
demonstrations in Iran 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/feature-
stories/women%E2%80%99s-rights-activists-arrested-peaceful-solidarity-
demonstrat 

 

16 June 2008  

 Nine women attempting to take part in a small, peaceful seminar to commemorate a day of 

solidarity with Iranian women were arrested in Tehran on Thursday. The women -Aida Saadat, 

Nahid Mirhaj, Nafiseh Azad, Nasrin Sotoodeh, Jelve Javaheri, Jila Baniyagoub, Sarah 

Loghmani Farideh Ghaeb and Aliyeh Matlabzadeh - were arrested and taken to a detention 

centre, and released later in the evening.  

 

The seminar organized by the Campaign for Equality in honour of the anniversary of the day of 

solidarity of Iranian women, was due to take place in the Rahe Abrisham Gallery, but security 

forces prevented it from taking place by forcing the gallery owner to shut the doors. The nine 

women were arrested outside the gallery.  

 

The Campaign for Equality is a network which works to end legal discrimination against women. 

The campaign informs women of their rights, and is aiming to collect one million signatures 

from the Iranian public to a petition against discriminatory laws.   

 

22 Khordad (usually 12 June) is identified by women’s rights activists in Iran as their national 

day of solidarity against laws which discriminate against women. Three years ago on this day, 

women’s rights activists organized a demonstration in front of Tehran University, which was 

unprecedented in size. The following year, a similar peaceful demonstration was broken up 

violently, and resulted in 70 arrests. Activists have pledged to continue activities on this date 

until their demands are met by the authorities.  

 

Women in Iran face widespread discrimination under the law. They are excluded from key 

areas of political participation and do not have equal rights with men in marriage, divorce, child 

custody and inheritance. 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/feature-stories/women%E2%80%99s-rights-activists-arrested-peaceful-solidarity-demonstrat
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/feature-stories/women%E2%80%99s-rights-activists-arrested-peaceful-solidarity-demonstrat
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/feature-stories/women%E2%80%99s-rights-activists-arrested-peaceful-solidarity-demonstrat
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Iran executes juvenile offender 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7450322.stm 

Reports from Iran say a boy aged 17 has been hanged, in violation of UN charters 
signed by Tehran and official pledges not to execute minors.  

Mohammad Hassanzadeh is the second juvenile offender to be hanged in Iran this year. 
There were seven in 2007.  

He was convicted of killing a 10-year-old boy two years ago.  

Rights groups say Iran used to get round commitments not to execute minors by keeping 
them on death row until they turn 18, but now do not appear to wait.  

Human rights activists say two other juvenile offenders due to be executed on Wednesday 
were given a one month reprieve.  

Eight men were taken for execution at Evin prison near Tehran, however, bringing the total 
number of executions so far this year to 128 according to Amnesty International.  

Failed reconciliation  

Hassanzadeh was hanged in Sanandaj prison on Tuesday, Kargozaran newspaper reported 
on Thursday.  

The paper said Iran's judiciary chief Ayatollah Mahmoud Hashemi Shahroudi had advised 
the local court to "settle the issue through reconciliation".  

"None of our efforts to reach an agreement with the victim's family was successful and 
therefore the sentence was carried out," an unnamed judicial official was quoted as saying.  

Under Islamic law, a victim's relatives can spare a murderer from execution by accepting 
blood money.  

Convicted juveniles Mohammad Fadaie and Behnoud Shojaie were given another month to 
find an agreement with their victim's family.  

Outlawed  

A statement from the Campaign for Human Rights in Iran called executions of juveniles 

barbaric and tragic - saying Iran now accounts for two thirds of the under age executions 
in the world.  

Iran is a signatory to international agreements such as the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child which outlaw juvenile executions.  

One human rights group says it knows of at least 106 offenders on death row in Iran who 
were juveniles when they committed their crimes.  

One of those, Saeed Jazee, is due to be hanged later this month, reports say.  

Murder, rape, armed robbery, kidnapping and drug trafficking are all punishable by death 
in Iran.  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7450322.stm
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June 5, 2008 

Iran: Bahai Arrests Confirmed 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/05/world/middleeast/05briefs-
BAHAIARRESTS_BRF.html 

By NAZILA FATHI 

A government spokesman confirmed that a group of Bahai religious 

leaders had been arrested, but said that the charges against them 

related to security and not religion. The spokesman, Gholam Hossein 

Elham, said the group had “acted against the country’s interests” and 

had links with Israelis, according to the state-run news agency, IRNA.  

Followers of the Bahai faith have been persecuted in Iran since the 

1979 revolution. Mr. Elham did not mention the number of people 

arrested, but Bahai exile groups overseas have said the entire 

leadership, consisting of seven senior members, was arrested last 

month and in March.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/05/world/middleeast/05briefs-BAHAIARRESTS_BRF.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/05/world/middleeast/05briefs-BAHAIARRESTS_BRF.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/iran/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
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European Parliament resolution of 24 April 2008 on women's rights in Iran 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-
0185+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN 
 

The European Parliament , 

–   having regard to the Council Declaration of 25 February 2008 on the legislative proposal on criminal 
law in Iran, 

–   having regard to its previous resolutions on Iran, notably those concerning human rights and, in 
particular, those of 25 October 2007(1) and 31 January 2008(2) , 

–   having regard to the report(3) by its Committee on Foreign Affairs on the EU's Annual Report on 
Human Rights in the World and the EU's policy on the matter, 

–   having regard to the resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations (UN), and, in 
particular, Resolution 62/168 of 18 December 2007 on the situation of human rights in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and Resolution 62/149 of 18 December 2007 on a moratorium on the use of the death 
penalty, 

–  – having regard to the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the 
International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination and the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, to all of which Iran is a party, 

–   having regard to the 2nd inter-parliamentary meeting between the European Parliament and the 
Majlis (the Islamic consultative assembly) of the Islamic Republic of Iran, held in Tehran on 7 to 9 
December 2007, and the report thereon, 

–   having regard to Rule 115(5) of its Rules of Procedure, 

A.   whereas since the launch of the One Million Signature Campaign for legal equality between men 
and women in Iran on 27 August 2006, over 70 activists have been arrested or are otherwise facing 
persecution because of their peaceful efforts to lobby for legislative change; whereas the Campaign's 
website has been blocked on numerous occasions by the Iranian authorities, 

B.   whereas women's rights activists in Iran face growing repression, more than a hundred of them 
having been arrested, interrogated or sentenced in the last two years, while the Iranian government has 
raised over EUR 1 million in bail; whereas newspapers, magazines and broadcasters promoting 
women's rights have been closed down, including the most prominent magazine advocating women's 
rights, Zanan, which existed for over 17 years before being closed down on 28 January 2008, 

C.   whereas a prominent member of the Campaign, women's rights and environmental activist Khadijeh 
Moghaddam, was arrested on 8 April 2008 and was released only recently after a high bail payment of 
IRR 1 billion (approximately EUR 50 000), 

D.   whereas the general human rights situation in Iran has continued to deteriorate since 2005, and 
whereas executions alone almost doubled in 2007, making Iran the country with the highest per capita 
rate of execution after Saudi Arabia, with Iran and Saudi Arabia, together with Yemen, being the only 
three countries where executions are carried out for crimes committed by people below the age of 18, 

E.   whereas at least ten women – Iran, Khayrieh, Kobra N., Fatemeh, Ashraf Kalhori, Shamameh 
Ghorbani, Leyla Ghomi, Hajar and the sisters Zohreh and Azar Kabiriniat – are still at risk of being 
stoned to death, as are two men – Abdollah Farivar and an unnamed Afghan national, 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0185+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0185+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0185+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#def_1_1#def_1_1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0185+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#def_1_2#def_1_2
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0185+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#def_1_3#def_1_3
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F.   whereas Mokarrameh Ebrahimi was sentenced to death by stoning, together with her partner, the 
father of her children, for the simple reason of having maintained an extra-matrimonial relationship – 
conduct which does not constitute a crime by international legal standards; whereas Mokarrameh 
Ebrahimi was pardoned by Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei after 11 years of imprisonment and 
released on 17 March 2008, together with her 5-year-old younger son, but, tragically, only after her 
partner Ja'Far Kiani had been stoned to death in July 2007, 

G.   whereas in an important move, the head of the judiciary, Ayatollah Seyyed Mahmoud Hashemi 
Shahroudi, recently overturned the murder conviction of Shahla Jahed, a "temporary wife", after finding 
"procedural flaws" in the original investigation, which had found her guilty of murdering her temporary 
husband's permanent wife, 

H.   whereas there have been some improvements as regards women's rights in recent years, notably: 
the minimum age of marriage for girls has increased from 9 to 13, divorced mothers may retain custody 
of their sons up to age seven (previously they were permitted to do so only until their sons were two 
years old), and women can now be judicial advisers, seek divorce and refuse to let their husband take a 
second wife, 

I.   whereas, however, a draft bill on "family protection" has recently been submitted in the Iranian Majlis 
which attempts further to legitimise polygamy, temporary marriage and the unilateral and arbitrary right 
of men to divorce and obtain child custody, 

J.   whereas Iran is still not a party to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women, 

1.  Welcomes the release of Khadijeh Moghaddam and Mokarrameh Ebrahimi, and notes the roles of 
the Iranian Supreme Leader and head of the judiciary in those cases; calls for the release of Shahla 
Jahed; 

2.  Strongly condemns the repression of civil society movements in Iran, including women's rights 
defenders such as those involved in the Campaign; urges the Iranian authorities to end the harassment, 
intimidation and persecution of people peacefully exercising their right to freedom of expression, 
association and assembly, and to release immediately and unconditionally all prisoners of conscience; 
recalls its resolutions of 25 October 2007 and 31 January 2008;  

3.  Acknowledges the active and important role that women play in Iranian society, despite great and 
persisting legal inequalities, which can be a source of inspiration and hope for women in other countries 
of the region;  

4.  Calls on the Iranian Parliament and Government to change the discriminatory Iranian legislation 
which, inter alia, excludes women from the most senior state offices and appointment as judges, denies 
them equal rights with men in marriage, divorce, child custody and inheritance, and determines that any 
evidence they give before a court carries only half the weight of that given by a man; considers that 
under certain circumstances that inequality may contribute to violent crimes committed by women; 

5.  Reiterates its strong condemnation of the death penalty in general; calls for an immediate 
moratorium on executions in Iran and is appalled that Iran continues to have the highest number of 
executions of child offenders in the world and that the moratorium on stoning is still not fully 
implemented; 

6.  Notes the directives recently issued by head of judiciary Sharoudi on banning public executions 
without prior consent and detentions for long periods without charge; 

7.  Calls on the members of the newly elected Majlis speedily to pass the pending reform of the Iranian 
penal code, with the aim, notably, of abolishing stoning and executions of child offenders, to move 
towards a moratorium on the death penalty, to bring Iranian legislation into line with international human 
rights obligations and to ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women; 

8.  Calls on the Council and the Commission to monitor closely the human rights situation in Iran, to 
raise concrete cases of human rights abuses in Iran with the authorities and to submit to Parliament, in 
the second half of 2008, a comprehensive report on the matter, including proposals for projects that 
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could be financed in the framework of the Financing Instrument for the Promotion of Democracy and 
Human Rights worldwide(4) of the EU; 

9.  Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the High 
Representative of the Common Foreign and Security Policy, the governments and parliaments of the 
Member States, the UN Secretary-General, the UN Security Council, the UN Human Rights Council, the 
Head of the Judiciary of Iran and the Government and Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

 

(1) Texts adopted, P6_TA(2007)0488.  

(2) Texts adopted, P6_TA(2008)0031. 

(3) A6-0153/2008. 

(4) OJ L 386, 29.12.2006, p.1. 
  

 

 

 

 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-
0107+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN 

 
European Parliament resolution of 13 March 2008 on the case of the 
Iranian citizen Sayyed Mehdi Kazemi 

The European Parliament, 

–   having regard to the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), and in particular to Article 3 
thereof, which prohibits the removal, expulsion or extradition of persons to countries where there is a 
serious risk that they would be subjected to the death penalty, torture or other inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment, 

–   having regard to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, and in particular to 
Articles 18 and 19 thereof on the right to asylum and on protection in the event of removal, expulsion or 
extradition respectively, 

–   having regard to the Geneva Convention of 28 July 1951 and the Protocol of 31 January 1967 
relating to the Status of Refugees, 

–   having regard to Council Directive 2004/83/EC of 29 April 2004 on minimum standards for the 
qualification and status of third country nationals or stateless persons as refugees or as persons who 
otherwise need international protection and the content of the protection granted (Qualification 
Directive)(1) and to Council Regulation (EC) No 343/2003 of 18 February 2003 establishing the criteria 
and mechanisms to determine the Member State responsible for assessing asylum applications (Dublin 
Regulation)(2) , as well as to other EU asylum instruments, 

–   having regard to the letter of 10 September 2007 from its President to the UK Prime Minister on the 
case of Pegah Emambakhsh, an Iranian lesbian who risked being sent back to Iran after her request for 
asylum was refused,  

–   having regard to Rule 115(5) of its Rules of Procedure, 

A.   whereas Mehdi Kazemi, a 19-year-old homosexual Iranian citizen, requested asylum in the United 
Kingdom and had his application rejected; whereas, fearing deportation, he fled to the Netherlands, 
where he applied for asylum; whereas Dutch authorities, after examining his request, have decided to 
send him back to the UK,  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0185+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#def_1_4#def_1_4
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0185+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#ref_1_1#ref_1_1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P6-TA-2007-0488&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0185+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#ref_1_2#ref_1_2
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P6-TA-2008-0031&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0185+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#ref_1_3#ref_1_3
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A6-2008-0153&language=EN&mode=XML
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0185+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#ref_1_4#ref_1_4
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0107+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0107+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0107+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#def_1_1#def_1_1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0107+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#def_1_2#def_1_2
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B.   whereas UK authorities are now left with the final decision on his asylum application and possible 
deportation to Iran,  

C.   whereas Iranian authorities routinely detain, torture and execute persons, notably homosexuals; 
whereas Mr Kazemi's former partner has already been executed and his father has threatened him with 
death, 

D.   whereas, in the similar case of Pegah Emambakhsh, the UK authorities decided, following 
international pressure, not to deport her back to Iran, although it is still not clear what her fate will be,  

E.   whereas the UK Prime Minister's spokesperson, while not commenting on the case of Mehdi 
Kazemi, has given general assurances as to the conformity of UK asylum procedures with international 
commitments and to the possibility of appealing against asylum decisions to an independent judge, as 
well as to the fact that the authorities would not remove anyone who would be at risk on his or her 
return,  

F.   whereas more attention should be devoted to the proper application of EU asylum law in Member 
States in cases involving sexual orientation, 

1.  Expresses its serious concern regarding the fate of Mehdi Kazemi; 

2.  Asks for the proper and full application of the Qualifications Directive, which recognises persecution 
for sexual orientation as a ground for granting asylum and requires Member States to consider the 
individual case and the situation in the country of origin, including laws and regulations and the manner 
in which they are applied; 

3.  Believes that the EU and its Member States cannot apply EU and national laws and procedures in 
such a way as would result in the expulsion of persons to a third country where they would risk 
persecution, torture and death, as this would amount to a violation of European and international human 
rights obligations; 

4.  Appeals to the Member States involved to find a common solution to ensure that Mehdi Kazemi is 
granted asylum or protection on EU soil and not sent back to Iran, where he would most certainly be 
executed, thus ensuring that Article 3 of the ECHR is fully respected by all European authorities and 
notably, in this case, by the UK; asks the Commission and the Council to fully cooperate with the 
Member States on this case; 

5.  Calls on the EU institutions and Member States to take action to prevent similar situations in the 
future, through cooperation and the application of EU guidelines to find solutions in similar cases; asks 
the Commission to monitor and assess the application of EU asylum law in the Member States, and in 
particular in cases involving sexual orientation, and to report to the European Parliament; underlines the 
fact that the Commission has announced, for 2008, amendments to the Dublin Regulation and the 
Qualifications Directive which will address the issues raised in this resolution; 

6.  Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Commission, the Council, the governments 
and parliaments of the Member States, the United Nations High Commission for Refugees and Mehdi 
Kazemi. 

 

(1) OJ L 304, 30.9.2004, p. 12. 

(2) OJ L 50, 25.2.2003, p. 1. 
  

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0107+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#ref_1_1#ref_1_1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0107+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#ref_1_2#ref_1_2
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II. Iran: A Threat to World Peace 
 

 
 
Gemayel accuses Iran of using Hizbullah to hold 
Lebanon hostage 
Tueni slams party's may 'military operation' as unjustified 
By Hussein Abdallah  
Daily Star staff 
Friday, August 08, 2008  
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=2&article_id=94893 

BEIRUT: Former President Amine Gemayel said in remarks published Thursday that 

Lebanon was being held hostage by Iran, adding that Hizbullah's authority stretched beyond 
that of the Lebanese state. "Lebanon is the captive of an Iranian strategy that is being 
implemented by Hizbullah," Gemayel told the Arabic daily Ash-Sharq al-Awsat.  

Gemayel added that Hizbullah's arms were not aimed at liberating the Israeli-occupied Shebaa 
Farms.  

"These weapons are part of a broader regional strategy ... Hizbullah is part of Iran's strategy 
and nothing else ... the entire situation will change if Iran reconciles with the West."  

The Phalange Party leader said that the situation in Lebanon will remain fragile as long as one 
party was using its weapons to impose its will on others. "As long as this is the case, the truce 
that was achieved in Doha will continue to be under threat," he said, referring to the Doha 
Agreement, which was signed on May 21, ending an 18-month political crisis in Lebanon.  

"Hizbullah's arms are the core problem in Lebanon. All other problems are marginal compared to 
it," he added.  

On the Shebaa Farms issue, Gemayel said that Syria was not offering Lebanon the necessary 
help to prove its sovereignty over the occupied territory.  

"In the eyes of international law, the Shebaa Farms belong to Syria, which in turn did not 
present any documents to the UN supporting Lebanon's claim" to the territory, he said.  

Gemayel added that relations between Lebanon and Syria would not return to normal before 
establishing diplomatic relations and settling the issue of missing Lebanese in Syrian jails.  

Meanwhile, MP Ghassan Tueni said that Hizbullah's possession of arms was part of the party's 
ideology.  

"When Hizbullah arms itself, it is indirectly encouraging every other party to do so," he told the 
local Orange television late on Wednesday.  

Tueni argued that it was unjustified for Hizbullah to "launch a military operation" in reaction to 
the former government's decision to sack the head of airport security Brig. Gen. Wafiq Shoucair 
and probe Hizbullah's private phone network. Tueni was referring to the early May clashes 
between Hizbullah-led fighters and gunmen affiliated to Future Movement leader Saad Hariri and 
Progressive Socialist Party leader Walid Jumblatt.  

Meanwhile, Minister of State Youssef Taqla said on Thursday that the countdown to the return of 
the Shebaa Farms through diplomatic means "has started." He did not elaborate.  

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=2&article_id=94893
http://amazon.com/gp/product/0819187216?ie=UTF8&tag=thedailystar-20&link_code=em1&camp=212341&creative=384049&creativeASIN=0819187216&adid=cdadda6d-f9af-4551-9257-cec26d5463dd
http://amazon.com/gp/product/B000E8EQTO?ie=UTF8&tag=thedailystar-20&link_code=em1&camp=212341&creative=384049&creativeASIN=B000E8EQTO&adid=1ba80aad-6dfb-46ab-b5ec-9afd1c30dbf3
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In an interview with the Arab weekly Al-Osbou al-Arabi, Taqla also addressed the issue of 
Lebanese-Syrian ties.  

"Diplomatic ties start by appointing ambassadors and setting up a legal framework for the 
relations between the two states," he said.  

He also called on the families of the Lebanese who are missing or detained in Syrian jails to deal 
seriously with their problem by resorting to judicial means.  

President Michel Sleiman would be visiting Damascus next week to discuss bilateral relations 
with his Syrian counterpart Bashar Assad.  

Establishing diplomatic ties and the fate of Lebanese prisoners in Syrian jails are among the 
issues that are likely to be discussed during the visit.  

In another development, Hizbullah lawmaker Hassan Fadlallah said on Thursday that a meeting 
between Hariri and Hizbullah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah was "possible" in the near future.  

Commenting on the draft ministerial statement, which will go to a vote of confidence in 
Parliament on Friday, Fadlallah said the document had secured Lebanon's right to liberate its 
occupied territories and defend itself against Israeli threats.  

Also on Thursday, the Shiite Higher Council said that Lebanon should embrace and protect "the 
resistance" in order to confront all forms of Israeli aggression. "The resistance and the armed 
forces are both sources of power for Lebanon," it said. 

http://amazon.com/gp/product/096263767X?ie=UTF8&tag=thedailystar-20&link_code=em1&camp=212341&creative=384049&creativeASIN=096263767X&adid=ff2cf442-9b24-4a23-b509-8bcaa02c72f0
http://amazon.com/gp/product/096263767X?ie=UTF8&tag=thedailystar-20&link_code=em1&camp=212341&creative=384049&creativeASIN=096263767X&adid=ff2cf442-9b24-4a23-b509-8bcaa02c72f0
http://amazon.com/gp/product/096263767X?ie=UTF8&tag=thedailystar-20&link_code=em1&camp=212341&creative=384049&creativeASIN=096263767X&adid=ff2cf442-9b24-4a23-b509-8bcaa02c72f0
http://amazon.com/gp/product/B0009FX8BO?ie=UTF8&tag=thedailystar-20&link_code=em1&camp=212341&creative=384049&creativeASIN=B0009FX8BO&adid=b7cb9552-6c64-4595-9a48-37354f884c00
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Iran says would strike Israel, US navy if attacked 

Jul 8, 2008 

http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5gxSpPKZM1ZiyJq_4aaU2gTFXrR1g 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran would "set fire" to Israel and the US navy in the Gulf as its 

first response to any American attack over its nuclear programme, an aide to supreme 

leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei warned on Tuesday. 

"The first US shot on Iran would set the United States' vital interests in the world on 

fire," said Ali Shirazi, a mid-ranking cleric who is Khamenei's representative to the 

naval forces of the elite Revolutionary Guards. 

"Tel Aviv and the US fleet in the Persian Gulf would be the targets that would be set 

on fire in Iran's crushing response," he said, according to the Fars news agency. 

The United States and its top regional ally Israel have never ruled out attacking Iran 

over its nuclear drive, which the West fears could be aimed at making nuclear 

weapons. 

There has been concern an attack against Iran could be imminent after it emerged 

Israel had carried out manoeuvres in Greece that were effectively practice runs for a 

potential strike against Iranian nuclear facilities. 

Shirazi said "the Zionist regime is pressuring the White House leaders to plan a 

military assault on Iran" and Iran would react "if they commit such a stupidity." 

It was not clear if he was referring to Tel Aviv as a city or as shorthand for the Jewish 

state as a whole, which the Islamic republic does not recognise. 

Iran has repeatedly warned of a crushing response to any aggression against its soil 

but more specific warnings of the kind delivered by Shirazi are relatively unusual. 

His comments came as the Revolutionary Guards embarked on a new round of war 

games to sharpen their combat readiness amid continued tensions in the Iranian 

nuclear crisis. 

The Great Prophet III manoeuvres by the missile and naval sections of the 

Revolutionary Guards are aimed at "improving the combat capability" of the forces, 

Fars reported. 

The Guards are responsible for Iran's most significant ballistic missiles including the 

Shahab-3 missile, whose range puts Israel and US bases in the Gulf within reach. 

http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5gxSpPKZM1ZiyJq_4aaU2gTFXrR1g
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US and British warships on Tuesday also completed a five-day exercise aimed at 

rehearsing protection of oil installations in the Gulf, the Bahrain-based US 5th Fleet 

said. 

Speaking at a summit of developing nations in Malaysia, President Mahmoud 

Ahmadinejad warned Iran would "cut the finger" of any hand that "pulled the trigger" 

but brushed off the threat of US President George W. Bush ordering an attack. 

"His wise scholars will not allow Mr Bush to commit political suicide and of course 

the economic, political and military situation will not allow Mr. Bush to do that." 

However diplomatic efforts are also continuing. Iran has responded to an offer from 

world powers to end the nuclear crisis and diplomats are analysing what is said to be a 

complex answer from Tehran. 

The offer from world powers proposes that Iran suspend uranium enrichment -- the 

process which they fear could be used to make a nuclear weapon -- in exchange for 

technological incentives. 

However the French foreign ministry confirmed that Iran does not say in its response 

it is prepared to suspend uranium enrichment. 

"The fact that there is no mention of suspending sensitive activities is clearly an 

issue," said foreign ministry spokesman Eric Chevallier. 

Iran's ambassador to Britain Rassoul Movahedian told the official IRNA news agency 

that the West was "just wasting its time" by insisting that Tehran should suspend 

enrichment. 

Several Iranian officials last week sounded optimistic notes about the package that 

contrasted with the hard line of President Ahmadinejad, sparking speculation that the 

authorities were split on the issue. 

EU foreign policy chief Javier Solana, who presented the package in Tehran on behalf 

of the six world powers last month, has described the response as a "complicated and 

difficult letter that must be thoroughly analysed". 

Speaking at the G8 summit in Japan, French President Nicolas Sarkozy said the world 

powers planned to send Solana back to Iran to discuss "the differences between their 

latest proposals and the ones that were already on the table." 

But Solana's spokeswoman Cristina Gallach said that while preparations were being 

made for a meeting between Solana and top Iranian nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili, 

the date and location had not been determined. 

Iran rejects the Western accusations and insists its nuclear programme is aimed solely 

at generating energy for a growing population whose fossil fuel reserves will 

eventually run out.  
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June 22, 2008. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/jun/22/military.afghanistan 

Special forces find proof of Iran 
supplying Taliban with 
equipment to fight British 

British special forces operating on the border between Afghanistan and Iran 
have uncovered fresh evidence that Tehran is actively backing insurgents 
fighting UK troops. 

Documented proof that Iran is supplying the Taliban with devastating 
roadside bomb-making equipment has been passed by British officials to 
Tehran, prompting fears that the war in Afghanistan may escalate into a 
regional armed conflict.  

Days after Prime Minister Gordon Brown warned President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad that Britain would freeze the assets of Iran's largest bank to 
discourage Tehran from developing nuclear weapons, Whitehall sources 
revealed that they had forwarded 'documentation' that the Iranian authorities 
were supplying enemy forces in Afghanistan.  

'We have given Tehran documentation of things that we are concerned about, 
but of course they have denied it,' a Whitehall source said.  

Nato spokesman James Appathurai echoed concerns that elements in Iran are 
providing support to insurgents fighting British troops. He said: 'Weapons of 
Iranian origin have turned up in Afghanistan in significant numbers.'  

The situation is so serious that the UK government is believed to have asked 
Russia and India to raise the issue with Tehran, and to emphasise its wider 
implications. Evidence found by UK special forces is understood to concern 
the supply of the same bomb-making equipment Iran provides to insurgents 
in Iraq, namely components for explosively formed projectiles, or EFPs.  

Senior Whitehall sources said they were concerned about Iran's 'nefarious' 
influence in the supply of 'lethal aid' in the form of EFPs, which are capable of 
penetrating the strongest British armour and have killed at least 17 British 
soldiers in Iraq.  

EFPs work by concentrating explosive force through a concave copper plate, 
which is projected as a molten missile through a vehicle's armour. EFPs are so 
effective they have even penetrated a British Challenger 2 tank in Iraq. A 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/jun/22/military.afghanistan
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sophisticated machining process traced to Iran is needed to manufacture their 
components.  

It is not clear whether the bomb that last week killed four British SAS 
reservists in Helmand province was such a device, although British military 
commanders fear that increasing Iranian involvement in Afghanistan may 
render irrelevant attempts to increase the number of armoured vehicles in the 
conflict. Yesterday four coalition soldiers were killed by a bomb in the 
province of Kandahar. 

Ideological differences between Iran, a Shia Muslim state, and the Taliban, a 
Sunni militia, are thought to have been settled in light of the shared aim in 
attacking coalition forces.  

Meanwhile, as investigations continue into the use of Snatch Land Rovers in 
southern Afghanistan in which the four UK troops died last week, new figures 
obtained by The Observer reveal that more than 700 armoured vehicles that 
could be deployed to protect British personnel in Helmand are out of action. 
In total, 712 of the 2,136 Warrior and Saxon vehicles, as well as highly mobile 
types such as the Scimitar, owned by the armed forces are either being 
repaired or have been destroyed. Nick Clegg, the leader of the Liberal 
Democrats, said the punishing environment of Afghanistan and need to 
cannibalise vehicles for parts was partly to blame.  

A spokesman for the MoD said: 'The safety of our personnel is a prime 
concern. We have done a lot in the last two years to ensure that commanders 
have a variety of vehicles with different capabilities at their disposal.' 
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Iran and Syria sign missile pact 

http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/06/02/Iran_and_Syria_sign_missile_pact/U

PI-82221212379219/ 

Published: June 2, 2008 at 12:00 AM 

 

TEHRAN, June 1 (UPI) -- Iran's Revolutionary Guards Corps has created an independent missile 

command to be integrated with a Syrian missile program, military sources said. 

 

The DEBKAfile news agency reported Sunday that the joint command was formalized in a treaty signed 

by the Syrian Defense Minister Hassan Turkmani in Tehran last week. 

 

Under the agreement, Syria's missile units would come under the new Iranian missile section and their 

operations would be fully coordinated with Tehran. 

 

Iranian officers are to be attached to Syrian units, while Syrian officers are posted to the Iranian 

command. 

 

Military sources told DEBKA file that Iran's control of four hostile missile fronts would virtually neutralize 

the American and Israeli anti-missile defense systems in the region. 

http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/06/02/Iran_and_Syria_sign_missile_pact/UPI-82221212379219/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/06/02/Iran_and_Syria_sign_missile_pact/UPI-82221212379219/
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Iran FM calls on Muslims to 'erase' Israel 

http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5g4cUGLRTNxJP10T-DY0IC7ugsWoQ 

Jun 1, 2008 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki called on the 

world's Muslims on Sunday to work to "erase" Israel, in the latest verbal attack by 

Tehran against the Jewish state. 

"As the Imam Khomeini said, if each Muslim throws a bucket of water on Israel, 

Israel will be erased," Mottaki told a conference in Tehran, recalling a saying by Iran's 

late revolutionary leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has sparked international outrage for his repeated 

attacks against Israel, which he has predicted is doomed to disappear and described as 

a "stinking corpse" and a "dead rat". 

His most notorious attack was in 2005 when he repeated another saying from 

Khomeini calling for Israel to be "wiped from the map". 

Mottaki added: "More than ever, the Zionist regime is disintegrating from within. 

Today, the Islamic resistance in this region has shattered the regime's legend of 

invincibility." 

While Ahmadinejad and top military commanders reguarly predict the demise of 

Israel, such virulent attacks from the foreign ministry are relatively unusual. 

Iran vehemently denies charges of anti-Semitism, pointing to the continued existence 

in the country of the largest Jewish community in the Middle East outside Israel and 

saying it is only against Zionism. 

Tensions between Iran and Israel have also intensified in the past year over the Iranian 

nuclear drive. 

Israel, the Middle East's sole if undeclared atomic arms power, accuses Iran of 

seeking a nuclear weapon and, along with its chief ally the United States, has never 

explicitly ruled out a military attack against the Islamic republic. 

But Iran, which does not recognise Israel, insists that its nuclear programme is 

entirely peaceful and aimed solely at generating energy for a growing population.  

http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5g4cUGLRTNxJP10T-DY0IC7ugsWoQ
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Exclusive: Iran in Secret Talks With al 
Qaeda, U.S. Officials Say 
 

Exclusive: Iran in secret talks with al Qaeda,U.S. officials say, ABC 

News, May 29, 2008.  
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/International/Story?id=4954667&page=1 

 

Sources Say Iranian Govt., Terror Group in Contact About Militants Under 

House Arrest 

By JONATHAN KARL 

May 29, 2008—  

Senior U.S. officials tell ABC News that in recent months there have been secret 

contacts between the Iranian government and the leadership of al Qaeda. It's a 

development that has caught the attention of top officials in the White House, the 

Pentagon and the intelligence community.  

According to U.S. officials familiar with highly sensitive intelligence on this issue, 

the contacts are on the status of high-level al Qaeda operatives, including two of 

Osama Bin Laden's sons, who have been under house arrest in Iran since 2003. The 

officials don't believe Iran will allow these operatives to go free, but said they don't 

know Iran's motivation for initiating the talks.  

"The Iranians know there would be hell to pay if these guys were set free," a U.S. 

official told ABC News.  

"Iran likely sees these individuals, as major bargaining chips," says another official. 

"How and when they're going to use those chips or whether they are going to keep 

them in the bank is part of an ongoing strategic discussion they are having internally."  

The fate of these al Qaeda operatives has been one of the most intriguing mysteries in 

the war on terror. Shortly after the U.S. invaded Afghanistan in late 2001, al Qaeda's 

central leadership broke into two groups. U.S. intelligence believes that one group, 

headed by Osama bin Laden and Ayman al Zawahiri, fled to the east to find safe 

haven in Pakistan's tribal areas. The second group, headed by an Egyptian named Saif 

al Adel, went west to Iran. This second group, which intelligence analysts say 

includes al Qaeda's management council, or "shura," includes about two dozen 

militants, including Adel, al Qaeda spokesman Suliman abu Ghaith and some of bin 

Laden's relatives, including two of his sons, Saad and Hamza.  

http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/International/Story?id=4954667&page=1
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Although U.S. officials rarely talk publicly about them, these militants are considered 

to be among the most dangerous terrorists in the world. Adel is on the FBI list of Most 

Wanted Terrorists and is a suspect in the 1998 bombings of the U.S. embassies in 

Kenya and Tanzania. The State Department has put a $5 million bounty on his head 

through the Rewards for Justice program; the only al Qaeda figures with higher 

bounties are Osama bin Laden and his deputy, Zawahiri.  

Iranian authorities detained these militants in 2003, and they have been under what 

one U.S. official called "loose house arrest" in Iran ever since. The U.S. government 

quietly sent messages to Iran through the Swiss government, requesting that the al 

Qaeda figures be turned over to their native countries for interrogation and trial. Iran 

has refused.  

In the past, the Iranians have also resisted efforts by al Qaeda to get the militants 

released. But recently there has been a renewed effort by al Qaeda to negotiate for 

their release and signs that the Iranians are willing to at least talk about that.  

"Al Qaeda would like to get those folks a deal and they've been trying to work a deal," 

a senior defense official tells ABC News. "Right now there is greater effort being 

applied by al Qaeda to seek a resolution." Although Iran has recently signaled a 

willingness to discuss the issue, this official says, "I don't see the Iranian government 

desiring to work very fast or quickly on that. "  

Buried inside the latest State Department report on terrorism, released in April, is one 

of the few on-the-record statements on this issue by the U.S. government.  

"Iran has repeatedly resisted numerous calls to transfer custody of its AQ detainees to 

their countries of origin or third countries for interrogations or trial," the report says. 

"Iran also continued to fail to control the activities of some AQ members who fled to 

Iran following the fall of the Taliban regime in Afghanistan."  

But U.S. officials tell ABC News that one reason they have not raised the issue more 

publicly is that they believe Iran has largely kept these al Qaeda operatives under 

control since 2003, limiting their ability to travel and communicate.  

"It's been a status quo that leaves these people, some of whom are quite important, 

essentially on ice," said a U.S. official.  

Iran has its own reasons to keep these militants under house arrest. Al Qaeda is a 

Sunni Muslim group that has a complicated, sometimes tense, relationship with Iran. 

Recent public statements by al Qaeda have taken an unusually anti-Iranian tone. In 

two audiotapes released last month, for example, Zawahiri lambastes the Iranian 

government for, among other things, trying to take over southern Iraq.  

So, why would Iran now be reaching out to al Qaeda? U.S. intelligence analysts have 

several theories. Under one theory, the talks are a reaction to al Qaeda's recent anti-

Iranian rhetoric. The Iranians are using the al Qaeda detainees as, the theory goes, 

leverage � "hostages" in the words of one official � to get al Qaeda to cut its recent 

anti-Iranian rhetoric and to deter any potential al Qaeda operations against Iran. By 
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detaining them, Iran makes an unspoken threat to al Qaeda's leadership: If al Qaeda 

attempts to attack Iran, these people will suffer.  

Others believe Iran may have initiated the talks as a threat to the United States, that if 

the U.S. takes hostile action against Iran, these captives could be released, set free to 

plot attacks against the West.  

One senior U.S. official says there are ongoing "tensions and flirtations" between al 

Qaeda and Iran "with al Qaeda very much interested in trying to get these guys 

released and back in the fold, and with Iran playing strategic games knowing that al 

Qaeda is ultimately their enemy."  

Adding to the concern about this, the intelligence community has only limited 

knowledge about the status of the al Qaeda operatives in Iran and even less about 

what Iran intends to do with them. Asked if the U.S. knows where Iran is holding 

them, a high-ranking U.S. military officer told ABC News, "No. I wish we did."  

ABC News interviewed several high-level U.S. national security officials for this story. 

Because of the sensitive nature of intelligence on this subject, all spoke on the 

condition that their names not be used. We also asked the government of Iran to 

comment on this story. The spokesman for the Iranian Mission to the United States 

said he could not answer our specific questions but told us combating terrorism 

"remains one of the main Iranian political priorities." 
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Bush Says Iran Behind Lebanese Fighting 

 
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2008/05/mil-080514-voa08.htm 

By Scott Stearns Jerusalem14 May 2008 

U.S. President George Bush says Iran is trying to bring down the democratically-elected government in 
Lebanon. VOA White House  Correspondent Scott Stearns reports, Mr. Bush discussed the ongoing 
conflict with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert during talks in Jerusalem. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert says he and President Bush discussed Tehran's role in Lebanese 
fighting. He says Iran is heavily involved in an attempt to bring down the government of Lebanese Prime 
Minister Fouad Siniora. 

"We observe the events in Lebanon and we are very much concerned that there will be an attempt to 
upset the democratic process," he said. 

Speaking to reporters after their talks at the Israeli prime minister's residence, Mr. Bush says Lebanon's 
worst sectarian violence in nearly two decades is a direct result of Iran's support for the militant group 
Hezbollah. 

"Hezbollah, the so-called protector of the Lebanese against Israel, has now turned on its own people. 
And as you mention, Hezbollah is supported by Iran. This is an Iranian effort to destabilize that young 
democracy, and the United States stands strongly with the Siniora government," he said. 

U.S. National Security Advisor Steve Hadley says Washington will intensify pressure on Syria and Iran 
and is calling for other Middle Eastern countries to do the same. 

Saudi Arabia's foreign minister Saud al-Faisal is condemning Iran for carrying out what he calls "a coup 
attempt" in Lebanon. 

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad denies the charge, saying Iran is the only country not 
interfering in Lebanon. 

Tuesday, Lebanon's army announced plans to intervene in the fighting for the first time since the 
violence erupted last week. 

Hezbollah fighters swept across Beirut last Wednesday after the Siniora government declared their 
telecommunications network illegal and fired an airport security chief for his alleged ties to the militant 
group.  

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2008/05/mil-080514-voa08.htm
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2008/05/mil-080514-voa08.htm##
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Saudi Arabia warns Iran on Lebanon  

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/us_world/2008/05/14/2008-05-

14_saudi_arabia_warns_iran_on_lebanon.html 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS  

Wednesday, May 14th 2008, 4:00 AM  

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Saudi Arabia sent Iran a sharp warning over Lebanon Tuesday, saying Tehran's 
support for Hezbollah will damage its relations with other Muslim and Arab countries. 

More soldiers fanned out through Beirut, with orders to use force to restore security to a nation shaken 
by nearly a week of sectarian clashes. Lebanese buried more of their dead and tried to resume life in a 
capital dissected by roadblocks. 

What began as a political struggle 1 1/2 years ago with Shiite ministers bolting from the Cabinet 
devolved last week into Lebanon's worst fighting since the end of the 1975-1990 civil war, with at least 
54 people dead and scores wounded. 

Shiite Hezbollah guerrillas and allied Amal gunmen have swept through large Sunni swaths of Beirut, 
neighborhoods that support the government of Prime Minister Fuad Saniora, a Sunni. 

On Tuesday, the strife between Lebanon's government supporters and opponents expanded into a 
wider regional standoff between Sunni powerhouse Saudi Arabia and the world's largest Shiite nation, 
Iran. Iran supports Hezbollah and Saudi Arabia backs Saniora's Sunni-led government. 

"Of course, Iran is backing what happened in Lebanon, a coup, and supports it," Saudi Foreign Minister 
Saud al-Faisal told a news conference in Riyadh, in the most pointed criticism of Tehran. "This will affect 
(Iran's) relations with all Arab countries, if not Islamic states as well." 

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad shot back by saying Saud's comments were made in anger 
and likely did not conform to the views of Saudi King Abdullah. He said Iran was the only country that 
does not interfere in Lebanon's internal affairs. 

President Bush weighed in earlier, telling Al-Arabiya television Monday that Washington would continue 
to support the Lebanese government and military, and would keep up pressure on Iran and Syria. The 
U.S. considers Hezbollah a terrorist organization and has repeatedly called for it to disarm. 

As Bush travels to the Middle East Wednesday for a trip that includes visits to Saudi Arabia and Egypt, 
the flare-up is a sign that nervousness is growing about Iran's expanding influence. 

Sunni Arab countries like Saudi Arabia and Egypt worry that Iran wants to flex its muscle and assume a 
larger and strategic role in the region — taking power and influence that was historically theirs. 

Iran, in turn, accuses U.S.-allied Arab countries like Egypt of merely bending to America's will and 
pushing its agenda in the region. 

National Security Adviser Stephen Hadley, who is traveling with Bush, told reporters that the U.S. is 
trying to rally international support for Lebanon's U.S.-backed government. 

"Obviously, we are also going to talk to various countries about additional pressure that can be put on 
Syria and Iran because in our view they are what is behind this," said Hadley, indicating that a starting 
point might be the coming U.N. Security Council meeting in New York. "There is obviously more to do." 

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/us_world/2008/05/14/2008-05-14_saudi_arabia_warns_iran_on_lebanon.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/us_world/2008/05/14/2008-05-14_saudi_arabia_warns_iran_on_lebanon.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Beirut
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Lebanon
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Saudi+Arabia
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Iran
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Tehran
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Hezbollah
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Fouad+Siniora
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Prince+Saud+al-Faisal
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Prince+Saud+al-Faisal
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Prince+Saud+al-Faisal
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Riyadh
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Mahmoud+Ahmadinejad
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/King+Abdullah
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/George+W.+Bush
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Al+Arabiya+TV
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Washington%2c+DC
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Syria
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/United+States
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Middle+East
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Egypt
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Stephen+Hadley
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/United+Nations+Security+Council
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/New+York
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Saudi Arabia Alleges Iran Supports Hezbollah `Coup'  
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601116&sid=asWGwftdiCd
o&refer=africa 

By Tarek Al-Issawi 

May 13 (Bloomberg) -- Saudi Arabia warned Iran that its support for a 
``coup'' in Lebanon by the Shiite Muslim Hezbollah group will harm 
relations with Arab states.  

``Iran is supporting the coup that happened in Lebanon and this will 

affect Tehran's relations with Arab states, if not Muslim states as well,'' 
Saudi Foreign Minister Saud al-Faisal said today in a televised news 

conference.  

He accused Hezbollah of planning the attack on Beirut and using political 
issues as an excuse to start the violence. ``If this wasn't pre-planned, I 

don't know what is,'' al-Faisal said.  

Violence in Lebanon broke out May 7 after the government discovered an 
electronic surveillance system used by Hezbollah to monitor Beirut's 
international airport and fired the head of security there. Hezbollah leader 

Hassan Nasrallah, whose Iran- sponsored group fought a 33-day war 
against Israel in 2006, said the system is needed to protect Lebanon from 

an Israeli invasion.  

``It is possible that these comments were made out of anger,'' Iranian 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said at a news conference in Tehran, 

when asked about al-Faisal's remarks. ``I don't know how well 
coordinated his views are'' with those of Saudi Arabia's King Abdullah, 
Ahmadinejad added.  

Hezbollah, which the U.S. classifies as a terrorist group, withdrew its 

fighters from western neighborhoods of Beirut two days ago after the 
government backed down on a threat to disrupt the surveillance system 

and a previously covert telephone network.  

Saudi Arabia urged regional powers to stop interfering in Lebanon, where, 
according to the International Red Cross, the fighting has killed at least 39 

people.  

Ambassador Withdrawn  

Saudi Arabia withdrew its ambassador to Beirut, Abdel Aziz Khoja, ``until 
things settle down, but the Embassy remains open,'' al-Faisal said.  

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601116&sid=asWGwftdiCdo&refer=africa
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601116&sid=asWGwftdiCdo&refer=africa
http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=Saud+al-Faisal&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=Hassan+Nasrallah&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=Mahmoud+Ahmadinejad&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=King+Abdullah&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
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The U.S. has vowed that Iran and Syria won't be allowed to dominate 
Lebanon.  

``The international community will not allow the Iranian and Syrian 

regimes, via their proxies, to return Lebanon to foreign domination and 
control,'' President George W. Bush said late yesterday in a statement.  

Saudi Arabia and Lebanon are close allies. Saudi Arabia brokered a peace 

deal that ended Lebanon's 1975-1990 civil war, and has invested in the 
country's reconstruction.  

Home to Islam's two holiest sites and a predominantly Sunni Muslim 

population, Saudi Arabia considers itself the leader of the Islamic world 
and views Shiite-Muslim Iran as a threat to its role as a key powerbroker 
in the region.  
 

http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=George+W.+Bush&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2008/05/20080512-8.html
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 III. The World favors more sanctions on Iran 
 

 

Iran unmoved on nuclear stance in face of sanctions 
Sun Aug 10, 2008 7:37am EDT 
 

Iran unmoved on nuclear stance in face of sanctions, Reuters, August 10, 

2008 
http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSLA47974620080810?feedType=RSS

&feedName=worldNews 
 

TEHRAN (Reuters) - Iran will not back down on its nuclear stance despite the threat of tighter 
sanctions, Iranian media quoted a government spokesman as saying on Sunday. 

Britain, France, Germany and the United States are considering imposing sanctions that go 
beyond existing U.N. measures against Tehran over its nuclear programme, a British diplomat 
said on Friday. 

Western powers fear Iran wants to build a nuclear bomb, while Tehran says it seeks to master 
nuclear technology for electricity. 

"Our stance would not change with sanctions or the threat of sanctions," the students news 
agency ISNA reported spokesman Gholamhossein Elham as saying. 

"It is important that our country is ready to insist on its rights under any conditions." 

Britain, China, France, Germany, Russia and the United States have led diplomatic efforts to 
persuade Iran to freeze uranium enrichment. 

The United States and Britain said on Wednesday the six had agreed to consider more U.N. 
sanctions against Iran after Tehran failed to halt enrichment, but Russia said there was no 
firm deal. 

Iran gave a noncommittal, one-page letter this week to the six powers containing no reply to 
their offer to refrain from seeking more U.N. penalties if Iran froze expansion of its nuclear 
work. 

Tehran promised a "clear response" at an unspecified date. 

China and Russia have big commercial interests in the world's fourth-largest oil exporter and 
have watered down the three previous U.N. Security Council sanctions resolutions against 
Tehran. 

(Reporting by Zahra Hosseinian, writing by Simon Webb; Editing by Angus MacSwan) 

http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSLA47974620080810?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSLA47974620080810?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
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Western powers study more Iran sanctions 
Fri Aug 8, 2008 1:53pm EDT 
 

Western powers study more Iran sanctions, Reuters, August 09, 2008 
http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSL866574120080808?feedType=RSS

&feedName=worldNews 

By Adrian Croft 

LONDON (Reuters) - Britain, France, Germany and the United States are considering 
imposing additional sanctions on Iran over its nuclear work, possibly in the energy, 
reinsurance or financial sectors, a senior British official said on Friday. 

These are beyond measures already taken by the United Nations Security Council and 
beyond steps likely to be considered in a possible next round of U.N. sanctions, the official, 
speaking to reporters on condition of anonymity, said. 

"We are at a fairly early stage of this but ... there are areas of the Iranian economy that are 
vulnerable to targeted sanctions -- whether they be in the LNG (liquefied natural gas) sector, 
investment in the oil and gas sector, imported refined products, reinsurance, other financial 
areas -- which are areas we would look at if we are looking to increase the pressure on the 
Iranian leadership," the official said. 

He said the countries discussing imposing additional sanctions were Britain, France, the 
United States and Germany, and primarily the first three of those countries. 

There were "a number of other countries that we would want to involve in those discussions 
as we go forward," he said, without naming them. 

Britain, China, France, Germany, Russia and the United States have been leading diplomatic 
efforts to persuade Iran to freeze nuclear enrichment. 

Western powers fear Tehran wants to build an atomic bomb. Iran says it is only seeking to 
master nuclear technology to generate electricity. 

RUSSIA SAYS NO FIRM DEAL 

The United States and Britain said on Wednesday the six major powers had agreed to 
consider more U.N. sanctions against Iran after Tehran failed to freeze its nuclear activities, 
but Russia said there was no firm deal. 

The U.N. Security Council has previously passed three sanctions resolutions against Iran. 

However, the British official said he had "no illusions that it will be difficult, as it was last time, 
to actually agree the text of some tough sanctions in the Security Council." 

Middle East experts predict negotiations on a new sanctions resolution will be lengthy as 
veto-wielding council members Russia and China seek to balance their growing frustration 
with Iran with major commercial interests in the world's fourth biggest oil producer. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSL866574120080808?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSL866574120080808?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
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Iran's oil and gas industries are seen as off-limits for U.N. sanctions. International tension 
over Iran's nuclear programme has been one factor that drove up U.S. oil prices to a record 
$147 a barrel in July. 

Iran gave a noncommittal, one-page letter this week to the six powers containing no reply to 
their offer to refrain from seeking more U.N. penalties if Iran froze expansion of its nuclear 
work. 

Iran promised a "clear response" at an unspecified date. 

U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said last month the United States would impose 
more of its own sanctions against Iran, along with European allies, as long as Tehran refused 
to give up sensitive nuclear work. 

"We have said we will continue looking to see how best to apply pressure to the Iranian 
regime and we will continue to do that," said State Department spokesman Gonzalo Gallegos 
on Friday. 

"We have done it in the past, we will continue to do that now," added Gallegos, who declined 
to specify when more U.S. sanctions would be imposed and what additional measures 
Washington was mulling against Tehran. 

(Editing by Mary Gabriel) 
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EU toughens sanctions against Iran 

Aug 8, 2008 

EU toughens sanctions against Iran, AFP, August 08, 2008 

http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5ijJ7Fq-4QXgoKkd5pD2wA6RrKVTA 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — European Union nations have introduced fresh sanctions 

against Iran over its nuclear programme, including restrictions on public loans and 

tougher cargo inspections, the EU presidency announced Friday. 

The measures, in line with an agreement by European ambassadors last month, are a 

robust application of the latest UN Security Council resolution on Iran. 

The UN has called for "vigilance" in entering into new commitments for public-

provided financial support for trade with Iran, including the granting of export credits. 

The EU has gone further by urging member states to exercise "restraint" in its 

dealings with Iran in those areas. 

The decision comes as major world powers are engaged in a diplomatic tussle with 

Iran over its uranium enrichment programme which Tehran says is for peaceful 

purposes but the West fear is part of a weapons programme. 

The EU will exercise vigilance in dealing with "all banks domiciled in Iran, in 

particular Bank Saderat." 

EU governments will also exercise restraint "in entering into new commitments for 

public provided financial support for trade with Iran, notably the granting of export 

credits, guarantees or insurance," the French EU presidency said in a statement. 

The EU will also "carry out inspections at their airports and maritime ports on cargo 

going to and from Iran," with the statement mentioning in particular Iran Air Cargo 

and the Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Line. 

UN resolution 1803 limits cargo inspections to Iranian transporters. 

The six world powers engaged in discussion on Iran's nuclear programme -- Britain, 

China, France, Germany, Russia and the United States -- agreed on Wednesday to 

consider new sanctions on Iran after Tehran gave an ambiguous answer to their latest 

demand to freeze key nuclear work. 

The Security Council has already ordered three rounds of sanctions against Iran. 

http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5ijJ7Fq-4QXgoKkd5pD2wA6RrKVTA
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Iran's latest letter to the six said only that Tehran was ready to give a "clear response" 

to an international incentives package aimed at persuading ti to freeze its uranium 

enrichment programme. 

Tehran demanded a "'clear response' to our questions and ambiguities." 

Along with the threat of further sanctions, Washington has warned that the option of 

military action remains open.  
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EU Sets Sanctions on Iran, Inching Past UN Resolution  
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601100&sid=aMV.Pz9LbJzc&refer=germany 

By James G. Neuger 

Aug. 8 (Bloomberg) -- European governments imposed new financial sanctions on Iran, 

inching beyond measures laid down in a United Nations resolution that punishes the 

country for pursuing a nuclear capability.  

Spurred by President George W. Bush, the European Union agreed to exercise 

``restraint'' on new government backing for trade with Iran, going beyond the call for 

``vigilance'' made by the UN Security Council in a resolution in March.  

EU governments ``shall exercise restraint in entering into new commitments for public-

provided financial support for trade with Iran, including the granting of export credits, 

guarantees or insurance,'' the 27-nation bloc said in a statement on its Web site in 

Brussels early today.  

The European step is a prelude to a new UN showdown in which the U.S. and its 

European allies try to overcome Russian and Chinese resistance to a further ratcheting 

up of sanctions against Iran.  

The EU said it yesterday began enforcing the third set of UN sanctions, passed in 

March, that restrict public loans to support trade with Iran and mandate tougher 

inspection of cargo.  

Bank Saderat  

The EU will ``exercise vigilance'' over Iran's Bank Saderat, requiring it to report any 

transfers to or from European banks within five days, today's statement said. EU 

governments also pledged not to offer any financial aid to the Iranian government, 

except for ``humanitarian and developmental purposes.''  

Iran Air Cargo and the Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Line were ordered to pre-

notify European governments of any shipments to and from the EU, and will face 

inspections when there are ``reasonable grounds'' to suspect they are transporting 

equipment with a military use.  

The U.S. began the drive for a fourth set of sanctions this week after Iran refused to 

freeze its nuclear program at current levels in exchange for a western offer of economic 

incentives and technological expertise.  

International pressure has targeted Iran's enrichment of uranium, which can have 

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601100&sid=aMV.Pz9LbJzc&refer=germany
http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=George+W.+Bush&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:213:0058:0070:EN:PDF


48 

 

civilian and military uses. Iran says its program is for civilian electricity generation, 

denying U.S. suspicions that it wants to build a bomb.  

U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice accused Iran this week of ``stalling.''  

Economic Incentives  

The incentives package includes the construction of a light- water nuclear reactor and a 

guarantee of a fuel supply. It would also widen Iran's access to international markets, 

back its entry into the World Trade Organization and help upgrade Iran's agricultural 

and telecommunication industries.  

The U.S. showed its commitment to the offer by sending Undersecretary of State 

William Burns to a meeting of European and Iranian diplomats in Geneva last month, 

the highest-level contact between American and Iranian officials since the 1979 Islamic 

revolution.  

European governments want to keep the prospect for a negotiated settlement alive, and 

aren't shutting the door by taking the formal steps to enact the latest UN resolution, EU 

officials said.  

``The door is always open to launch negotiations,'' the French government, holder of the 

EU's six-month presidency, said in a statement yesterday. ``Should it fail to cooperate, 

Iran would be making the choice of exposing itself to new sanctions.''  

Russia's Objections  

Russia voiced skepticism over further sanctions after an Aug. 6 teleconference among 

officials from the five permanent Security Council members -- the U.S., U.K., France, 

Russia and China -- plus Germany and the EU.  

Gaining Russian and Chinese approval for more penalties will be ``difficult,'' a senior 

British official told reporters in London today.  

To get around Russia's UN veto, Britain, other western European countries and the U.S. 

will consider unilateral steps that target vulnerable parts of Iran's economy, such as the 

oil and gas industry, the British official added.  

In June, following the UN's lead, the EU shut down branches of Tehran-based Bank 

Melli Iran, which the EU accused of facilitating purchases for Iran's nuclear and missile 

programs.  

After doubling to 14.4 billion euros ($22 billion) between 2003 and 2006, European 

imports from Iran dipped to 13.9 billion euros in 2007 as U.S.-led pressure to isolate 

Iran's theocratic leadership took hold.  

 

 
 

 

http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=Condoleezza+Rice&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=William+Burns&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
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Germany tightens truck sales to Iran, Syria over rocket fears, 

Bloomberg, May 19, 2008  

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=newsarchive&sid=aWDjsmDQA1D0# 
 

Germany Tightens Truck Sales to Iran, Syria Over Rocket Fears  

By Brian Parkin 

May 19 (Bloomberg) -- Germany tightened rules on the sale of heavy trucks to 
Iran and Syria over concern that the vehicles may be used to launch short- and 

medium-range missiles.  

In a ruling issued today by Chancellor Angela Merkel's government, vendors of 
trucks with three or more axles weighing at least 20,000 kilograms (20 metric 
tons) will in future need permission for Iran- or Syria-bound sales, according to 

parliament's daily bulletin.  

Merkel's government has gained information ``that both countries use ordinary 
civilian vehicles for their mobile military rocket programs,'' the bulletin reported, 

citing the government. Short- and medium-range rockets ``pose a special risk in 
the politically instable Middle East,'' it said.  

European Union states last year adopted United Nations embargo 

recommendations on limiting so-called dual-use exports that can be adapted in 
Iran for military use. Permits for selling dual-use technology are granted only in 
exceptional cases, according to the German industry and trade chambers that 

advises vendors.  

Ute von Fellberg, a spokeswoman for Daimler AG, said in an interview today that 
the truck maker has no current program of sales of three-axle vehicles to Iran. 

Truck-maker MAN AG's spokeswoman Nina Gutzeit today didn't respond to phone 
calls made to her office. MAN and Daimler AG's truck division both have sales 

offices in Iran.  

Merkel's arms export controllers, an ad-hoc council of ministers, convenes in 
secret and does not report in detail on its deliberations.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=newsarchive&sid=aWDjsmDQA1D0
http://www.bundesregierung.de/Webs/Breg/EN/Federal-Government/CoalitionAgreement/coalition-agreement.html
http://www.bundestag.de/aktuell/hib/
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/16/092/1609211.pdf
http://www.potsdam.ihk24.de/produktmarken/international/visa_geschaeftsreisen_und_sonstige_bescheinigungen/iran.jsp
http://www.bundestag.de/wissen/analysen/2008/bundessicherheitsrat.pdf
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July 28, 2008  Clip No. 1823  
 

Transcript 

Iranian VP Esfandyar Rahim Mashai: Israel's 
Existence Does Not Serve the Interests of Humanity 

http://www.memritv.org/clip_transcript/en/1823.htm 

 
 

Following are excerpts from an interview with Iranian Vice President Esfandyar 
Rahim Mashai, which aired on Al-Manar TV on July 28, 2008. Mashai reportedly 
said earlier this week that Iran is the friend of the nations in Israel and the U.S. The 
translation is based on the Arabic voiceover. 

Esfandyar Rahim Mashai: The Islamic Republic of Iran did not, does not, and will 
not accept the legitimacy of this Zionist entity. No Iranian citizen or party will ever 
accept this. 

[...] 

The world should know that the Zionist regime is plundering and illegitimate. Its 
existence does not serve the interests of humanity. It is harmful to everybody. The 
plundering Zionist entity is close to its end. In my view, this regime is dead, and they 
are only postponing its funeral, while others believe that it is only in the process of 
dying. In any case, the era of the so-called Zionist entity has come to an end. This 
entity cannot confront the believing men of Hizbullah. We have seen how it admitted 
defeat after 33 days of aggression. Following that defeat, it is now among the dead. 
Therefore, we now witness consecutive victories by our brothers, the resistance 
fighters. 

 

 
August 15, 2008  Clip No. 1837  
 

Transcript 

http://www.memritv.org/clip_transcript/en/1837.htm 

Iranian Ayatollah Ahmad Khatami: When the Mahdi 
Comes, We Will Overcome All Religions  

 

Following are excerpts from a Friday sermon delivered by Ayatollah Ahmad 
Khatami, a member of the Iranian Assembly of Experts, which aired on Channel 
1, Iranian TV on August 15, 2008: 

Ayatollah Ahmad Khatami: Globalization will only be realized when the days of the 
Mahdi come. The world of arrogance will take its dream of globalization to the 
grave. But in the days of the Mahdi, [real] globalization will definitely come to pass. 

[...] 

God sent his Messenger in order to spread the just religion, so that His religion 
[Islam] would overcome all other religions. 

[...] 

By "overcome," I am not referring to the superiority of the logic of Islam, because in 
this sense, it is already superior. 

[...] 

http://www.memritv.org/clip_transcript/en/1823.htm
http://www.memritv.org/clip_transcript/en/1837.htm
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[I am referring to] a tangible victory. 

[...] 

Not a single house will remain on the face of the earth 

[...] 

unpenetrated by Islam. 

[...] 

The claim that the time has passed when one religion ruled the world runs counter 
to the Koran and the [Islamic] tradition. Not only has the time not passed, but the 
Islamic revival that we are witnessing today is moving in this direction, and Allah 
willing, this Islamic revival will sweep over the entire world, when the Mahdi 
appears. 

[...] 

Is it appropriate for some government officials to say that we are friends of the 
people of Israel, and that the people in America are the best in mass 
communications? This wording is absolutely wrong. We do not recognize the Israeli 
nationality. We recognize only the Palestinian nationality. 

[...] 

The Israeli people are the ones who ignite the fire of battle of their country. All the 
Israeli people constitute the militia of the Israeli government, because when a war 
breaks out, they all have their duty to help their government. How can anybody say 
that we are friends of the people of Israel? Not at all! Not for a single moment do we 
recognize the legitimacy of the regime occupying Jerusalem, and we are not afraid 
of the people in Israel. 

[...] 

The person who made this statement should retract it quickly, and should ask the 
great Iranian nation to forgive him for taking such an inappropriate position – and 
not say that he would repeat it 1,000 times. Even if you repeat something wrong 
1,000 times, it will be wrong 1,000 times over. What kind of statement is this? The 
policy of the Islamic regime is clear, and its principles are clear. Nobody from this 
courageous [Iranian] nation will allow anyone who holds an official position to make 
a statement that runs counter to the principles of the foreign policy, delineated by 
Imam [Khomeini] and the leader [Khamenei]. 

[...] 

During the 33-day war [in Lebanon], the Israelis told their people that if they 
experience psychological problems because of Hizbullah's rockets, they could visit 
certain doctors. People did go to see these doctors, but they found that the doctors 
were much worse off psychologically. Now you want to confront Iran? Rest assured 
that if you are stupid and take action [against Iran], the response of Iran will drive 
you utterly insane. 
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May-June, 2008  Clip No. 1802  
 

Transcript 

http://www.memritv.org/clip_transcript/en/1802.htm 

"The Secret of Armageddon" - An Iranian TV 
"Documentary" Claims That "a Jewish Plan for the 
Genocide of Humanity," Includes a Conspiracy for 
the Takeover of Iran by Local Jewish and Bahai 
Communities  

 
 

Following are excerpts from "The Secret of Armageddon," an Iranian TV 
documentary, which aired on IRINN (the Iranian news channel) in May and June 
2008: 

IRINN, May 10, 2008 

Iranian scholar Dr. Ismail Shafe'i Sarustani: Armageddon, which means "The 
Mountain of the Noblemen," is originally a Hebrew word. It is a real geographical 
region, situated south of Haifa in occupied Palestine. The place was shelled by 
Hizbullah, during the 33-day [July 2006] war against the occupying regime. 

[...]  
Iranian historian Mohammad-Taqi Taqipour: These [Evangelical Christians], 
along with the Jews, believe that the War of the End of Days will take place in the 
desert of Megiddo, in Palestine. They believe that Jesus will return, and that then, 
there will be a millennium of happiness, and that the Jews, under the leadership of 
Jesus, will rule the world for a thousand years. 

[...] 

Iranian university lecturer Ali-Reza Karimi: The beliefs of these fundamentalist 
Evangelical Christians, and their support of the Zionists and Zionism, are based on 
world domination, with Israel at its center. This will be achieved by means of age-old 
Zionist methods, which appear in the well-known treatise The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion. This is why this group of Protestants is referred to as "Christian 
Zionists" in contemporary political discourse. Along with the Zionist Jews, and out of 
a desire to conquer the world, they incite war of devastation, examples of which we 
see all around us. 

[...] 

The Zionist Jews believe that the divine promise was given to them, and that their 
rule will not be restricted to the land between the Nile and the Euphrates. They 
believe that God gave them the entire world. They base this belief on the false 
stories that they themselves invented and keep telling. 

[...] 

Narrator: The economic and political power of the Jewish oligarchy and nobility has 
played an important role in the history of Iran and the world, wreaking havoc – to the 
point that the ancient Jewish editors of the Book of Jeremiah wrote in it that 
Jehovah, the god of the Israelites, is the god of all of humanity. 

IRINN, May 11, 2008 

Iranian university lecturer Ali-Reza Karimi: What is known worldwide today as 
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion contains the plans and policies of the elders of 
this sect to conquer the world and establish a global Jewish government, which 

http://www.memritv.org/clip_transcript/en/1802.htm
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were discussed at the 1897 [Zionist] Congress in Basel, Switzerland. 

Narrator: These plans, which exposed the views and designs of the Zionists, were 
edited and collected into 24 protocols. They deal with political, educational, social, 
economic, and legal strategies, which they planned to use after the destruction of 
the culture, civilization, and religions of other nations. These strategies will be 
carried out using dishonorable means and conspiracies, leading to the 
establishment of a global Jewish kingdom. 

[...] 

Iranian researcher Shams Al-Din Rahmani: The goal of the Zionists is the total 
destruction of Islam. They know that this destruction will not be achieved easily, and 
therefore, they are trying to Americanize the religion of Islam. 

[...] 

Iranian researcher Sayyid Hashem Mir-Louhi: Over a century ago, the Russians 
attacked a [Jewish] gathering, and got hold of this book. Later, the book was 
published in various languages, and recently in Farsi as well. Some of those Jew-
boys deny it, and say it is not theirs. But when you look into the modus operandi of 
those Jew-boys, when you examine it carefully, you realize that they try to operate 
in the same way that was outlined in their protocols. 

[...] 

The Zionist Jew-boys talk about a "Greater Israel" – from the Euphrates to the Nile – 
but their actual goal is world domination. 

[...] 

In their third protocol, they say: "This term" – they are referring to the term "liberty" – 
"turns the masses into bloodthirsty creatures. When the bellies of these bloodthirsty 
creatures are satiated with blood, they will go into a deep slumber and will become 
unconscious of anything. In this condition, it will be easy to shackle them." 

IRINN, May 12, 2008 

Iranian university lecturer Ali-Reza Karimi: The Rothschilds were members of a 
certain society, which spread its network throughout the world for hundreds of 
years, and acted as a secret political organization. 

[...] 

By hoarding the wealth plundered by the Europeans in their colonialist attacks, this 
international network became an unrivaled economic force, and situated itself in the 
center of the global nobility. 

[...] 

According to historical documents, it was the Rothschilds who instilled the idea of 
Palestine as the Promised Land in the minds of the wealthy and enlightened Jews, 
and insisted on making it happen. At the time, most of the Jews did not have a 
specific country in mind, and some even considered America or South Africa to be 
the Promised Land. It was due to the economic and political power of the 
Rothschilds that this plot was realized. 

[...] 

The British government, which was controlled by the Zionist empire, led by the 
Rothschild family, committed itself to the realization of the Zionist aspiration. 

[...] 

IRINN, May 23, 2008  
Narrator: If we take another look at modern history, we realize that with the Balfour 
Declaration from November 2, 1917, England officially began to serve the World 
Zionist Organization's policies. Thus, the implementation of some of the main 
clauses of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion became the agenda of some British 
politicians, who were connected to the Zionist societies. 
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[...] 

Iranian researcher Shams Al-Din Rahmani: Oliver Cromwell, the dictatorial prime 
minister of England, placed England entirely at the service of the Jews in the 17th 
century. This [policy] became so deeply engrained that by the early 18th century, 
the Jews had a colonialist empire, which reached as far an India. They launched the 
slave trade, which is a Jewish trade par excellence. Most of the slaves back then 
were black Muslims from Africa. This was part of their evil plan to eradicate Islam in 
Africa. This plan was guided entirely by the Jews. 

[...] 

IRINN, May 14, 2008 

Iranian historian Mohammad-Taqi Taqipour: Iran, which is a country with a rich 
history, and a special cultural status and geographical location, like Turkey, has 
become a target for the plans of those Jewish societies in all of Europe – especially 
England – and in America. 

[...] 

Iranian historian and political expert Dr. Sayyid Hamid Rouhani: Interestingly, in 
1924, Saudi Arabia fell to he hands of the Wahhabi nomads, who were connected to 
Britain. [The Wahhabis] formed a religion to counter Islam, and dealt great blows to 
it. To this day, the damage caused by this group is evident. 

[...] 

Iranian University Lecturer Ali-Reza Karimi: The Persian nobility and the wealthy 
Jews were involved in the 1921 coup, and in the establishment of the Pahlavi 
kingdom in Iran. 

[...] 

Iranian historian and political expert Dr. Sayyid Hamid Rouhani: As a first step, 
they decided that they would have their own ruler in Iran. They wanted Iran to be 
ruled by somebody who would implement and promote their anti-Islamic conspiracy, 
so that later, they would be able to bring the filthy Bahai party to power, just like the 
Wahhabis, who came to power in Saudi Arabia. 

[...] 

IRINN, May 18, 2008 

Narrator: [Former Iranian PM] Sayyid Ziya Al-Din Tabtabai maintained secret ties 
with global Zionist imperialism. When he left office, in 1921, he went to Palestine, in 
order to carry out yet another mission of global Zionism. His mission was to 
purchase lands from Muslim Arabs in Palestine at a low price, and to give them to 
Jewish immigrants, in order to establish the state of Israel. Since the Muslim 
Palestinians were not prepared to sell their lands to Jewish immigrants, Sayyid Ziya 
Al-Din Tabtabai, in the guise of a Muslim, would buy these lands and pass them on 
to the Jewish immigrants. 

[...] 

IRINN, May 19, 2008 

Iranian historian Mohammad-Taqi Taqipour: As soon as news about the Balfour 
Declaration reached the leaders of the Iranian Jews, they held conferences and 
established the Iranian Zionist Organization, also known as the Central Committee 
of the Zionist Organizations in Iran. 

[...] 

The Zionists and their organizations in Iran devised a plan, which was signed in 
1931 by Rabbi Azizullah Naim, chairman of the Iranian Zionist Organization. This 
plan included eight clauses. In brief, according to this plan, Reza Shah's regime 
must permit Jews from all over the world to enter Iran and settle wherever they 
wish, in accordance with the plan that they themselves devised. In addition, these 
Jewish immigrants would be granted liberties by law, and no one could deny them 
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these liberties. There would be equality between Jews and non-Jews in Iran – most 
of whom are Muslims. Fertile lands throughout Iran would be allocated to these 
Jewish immigrants free of charge. After two years, they would be granted 
citizenship, and a visa from the government also free of charge. 

Iranian University Lecturer Ali-Reza Karimi: They planned to take over large 
parts of Iran, and to establish concealed camps, which would be populated by Jews 
from around the world, and especially Europe. This way, they wanted to gradually 
take over Iran, like they did in Palestine. 

[...] 

Narrator: Is it possible that according to the schemes of the global Zionist empire, 
Iran was meant to become another Israel, like in the case of Palestine? 

[...] 

IRINN, May 20, 2008 

Iranian researcher Shams Al-Din Rahmani: The sole reason the Reza Shah and 
the Pahlavi dynasty were brought to power was to enable the Jews and the 
Freemasons to take control of Iran. Reza Shah was brought to power during World 
War I, and was deposed during World War II. Movies, TV series, and so on about 
that period demonstrate how deeply Israel, the Jews, and the Freemasons 
managed to penetrate Iran. 

[...] 

IRINN, May 21, 2008 

Abbas Salimi Namin, head of an Iranian history research center: In the days of 
Reza Shah, the Zionists succeeded in destroying our entire heritage, which could 
have been a source of pride for our nation – our architecture, our [traditional] 
clothing, and anything you could imagine as a source of pride for our nation. 

[...] 

IRINN, May 24, 2008 

Narrator: In the early days of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi's regime, the Zionist 
organizations grew so much that the Jews began to immigrate to Palestine via Iran. 
Many of these Jewish immigrants, supposedly on their way to Palestine, stayed in 
Iran in order to consolidate the plan to turn Iran into a second Israel. This is why 
many Jewish children who immigrated from Europe to Iran came to be known as 
"the Tehran Children." Following these events, the Jewish Agency started its activity 
in Iran. Under the guise of transferring Jewish immigrants to Palestine, it began its 
operations in Iran. The rise of Jewish and Zionist organizations and associations 
enabled the Jewish leaders and tycoons to penetrate the realms of politics, society, 
intelligence, and most importantly, the economy, and to maintain a significant 
presence and influenced there. 

[...] 

Reports of the SAVAK intelligence agency about the financial and economic 
situation of the Jews in the days of the Phalavi dynasty stated: "Most of Iran's 
tycoons are Jews. If the Jewish tycoons were to withdraw their money from the 
Bank of Commerce and the other [Iranian] banks, the Iranian government would find 
itself in a serious crisis." 

[...] 

Iranian historian and political expert Dr. Sayyid Hamid Rouhani: Back then, 
Ayatollah Kashani said about the danger of the Bahais: "Oh people, you are 
oblivious to what is going. I wish you could read the telegrams I get from people in 
other towns. Look at the problems these Bahais cause the Muslims there. If they 
grow any stronger, they will annihilate all the Muslims, because the English plan is 
to oppose Islam. This way they want to destroy Islam." Ayatollah Kashani sounded 
this warning bell in an effort to inform the nations of the dangers of the Zionists, and 
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their agents – the Bahais. 

[...] 

IRINN, May 28, 2008 

Iranian university lecturer Ali-Reza Karimi: Historical documents point to a 
connection between the leaders of the Bahai sect and the Rothschild family, who 
financed and led the World Zionist Organization. 

[...] 

The Bahai way of thinking is very similar to that of the Zionist Jews. Just like the 
Zionists considered Palestine to be their promised land, the Bahais talked about 
Iran as the promised land. Out of their desire to take over the land and to destroy 
Islam and the Shia in Iran, they had many dreams and wrote many history books, 
but with the grace of Allah, none of those dreams have come true. 

[...] 

Narrator: A shocking SAVAK document, dated April 22, 1971, is just one example 
of the anti-Islamic and anti-Iranian conspiracies of this Zionist [Bahai] cult. This 
document quotes one of their leaders in Iran as saying: "We have received explicit 
instructions from America and London to spread [Western] fashion and immodesty 
in this country, so Muslim [women] will remove their veil. We will bring suffering 
upon the Muslims in Iran and other Muslim countries by means of fashion and 
advertisements, so they will no longer be able to claim that that imam Hussein was 
the conqueror of the world, and that Ali ruled the world. Weapons and ammunition 
are manufactured in Israel by our youth. Ultimately, these Muslims will be destroyed 
by the Bahais, and the world of Bahaullah will flourish." 

[...] 

IRINN, May 31, 2008 

Former Iranian TV correspondent Mahdi Sabonchian: Back then, I used to go to 
the airport to get information and take pictures. There was continuous contact 
[between Iranian Jews and Israelis]. Even then, [Iranian Jews] would immigrate to 
Israel. I would see El Al and Air France airplanes landing. I used to stand near the 
planes, take pictures, and prepare my reports. The Jews traveling to Israel would 
carry hens with them. I saw them carrying cages with two hens each. Some Jews 
from Rasht were about to travel to Israel, and I asked them why they were taking 
hens with them. They said: "We were told to bring hens with us." 

[...] 

By taking all these hens, they have become so advanced that they export eggs to 
the entire world, both for consumption and for incubation. 

[...] 

IRINN, June 5, 2008 

Narrator: For many years, Hollywood constituted another aspect of the cultural war. 
The film industry in the early 20th century was shaped by Jewish immigrants, most 
of whom belonged to Zionist organizations. 

[...] 

Iranian researcher Sayyid Hashem Mir-Louhi: Moral corruption will spread 
wherever these Jew-boys tread. In other words, every Jew-boy believes it is his 
personal duty to destroy the moral values of other nations, in order to control 
people's minds and souls. This menacing problem has penetrated American theater 
and cinema, and is clearly evident. 

[...] 

Once again, their first protocol reads: "Addiction to alcohol and excess drinking of 
intoxicating beverages became the problem of non-Jews when liberties are 
granted." 
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[...] 

Narrator: Thus, a new front against the Islamic revolution is opened. Global 
imperialism invests billion of dollars and uses a broad distribution network to flood 
Iran with videos, CDs, and DVDs of the latest vulgar, destructive, Western films with 
Farsi subtitles. These films are sold cheap to the youth in dark alleys, as well as in 
broad daylight, in public places. The films spread vulgarity, and feed the youth with 
the forged Zionist way of thinking, so that in future attacks, they will remain 
defenseless. 

[...] 

IRINN, June 7, 2008 

Iranian researcher Sayyid Hashem Mir-Louhi: There is a genocidal Zionist 
Jewish plan for the genocide of humanity at the hand of the Zionist Jew-boys. Even 
though the Jew-boys sometimes talk about a "Greater Israel," their real goal is world 
domination. 

[...] 

Narrator: Today, there are many indications that the "hidden hands" of world 
Zionism were involved in the 9/11 terrorist attack. According to a large group of 
Western intellectuals, the Zionists are the real rulers of the United States. According 
to irrefutable documents published by independent American media outlets, the 
Zionists used intelligence agents and spies, with the full cooperation of agencies 
with the country, to carry out this terrorist operation in full view of the world, in order 
to prepare the ground for taking over Afghanistan and Iraq, and to realize the dream 
of a greater Israel. 

 

 
May 26, 2008  Clip No. 1777  
 

Former Syrian Minister of Defense Mustafa Tlas: 
Iran Has the Right to Obtain a Nuclear Bomb; Late 
UAE Leader Sheik Zayed Financed the Pakistani 
Bomb  

http://www.memritv.org/clip_transcript/en/1777.htm 
 

Following are excerpts from an interview with Mustafa Tlas, former Syrian 
defense minister, which aired on Al-Alam TV on May 26, 2008. 

Mustafa Tlas: I believe that Iran has the right to get what it needs in order to have 
nuclear weapons. Why should Israel have nuclear weapons, even though it is an 
alien entity, while no other country has them, at least for the sake of balance of 
power? For your information – how did Pakistan get its nuclear weapons? It was 
thanks to the late [UAE leader] Sheik Zayed, who gave Pakistan 1.5 billion dollars in 
order to produce the Islamic nuclear bomb, and indeed, Pakistan produced this 
Islamic nuclear bomb. When Qadir [Khan], who produced the Pakistani bomb, came 
here, I received him and organized a series of entertaining meetings in Damascus. 
It was the right of Pakistan to obtain [a nuclear bomb]. I believe that Iran has the 
right to become the second Islamic country to have a nuclear bomb. That's science, 
and no one can stand in the way of science 
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April 8, 2008  Clip No. 1752  
 

Iranian Nuclear Official Mohammad Ghannadi 
Maragheh Reveals Details of the Iranian Nuclear 

Project  

http://www.memritv.org/clip_transcript/en/1752.htm 

 
Following are excerpts from an interview with Mohammad Ghannadi Maragheh, 
research and technology director, the Iranian Atomic Energy Organization, 
which aired on Channel 2, Iranian TV on April 8, 2008: 

Mohammad Ghannadi Maragheh: The site at Natanz was planned in order to 
supply enriched UF6 to the Bushehr power plant. The UCF plant at Esfahan, the 
[uranium] enrichment plant at Natanz, and the fuel production after the production of 
UF6 – all these were intended to serve the Bushehr nuclear power plant. At least 
54,000 centrifuges will need to operate. When the new generation [of centrifuges] 
begins to operate, it's more likely that we will be able to use fewer than 54,000 
centrifuges. These will be more efficient, because they are faster, and will yield a 
greater output [of enriched uranium] in less time. 

[...] 

With regard to yellowcake, we have now reached the phase of industrial production 
at Bandar Abbas, and we use it to a certain extent. We extract the ore in the 
Saghand region, but Allah willing, yellowcake will soon be produced there as well. 

[...] 

With regard to UCF, as acknowledged by international agencies, such as the IAEA, 
the World Nuclear Association, and others, our country is in seventh place in terms 
of UF6 production, which is a very prominent place. In a very short time, using our 
country's modest resources, and with locally-trained experts alone... Dr. [Boroujerdi] 
saw for himself how young the people working there were, and Dr. Aghamir trained 
some of them. 

Interviewer: Can we declare that we are among the ten countries with a nuclear 
industry? 

Mohammad Ghannadi Maragheh: Definitely. In terms of UCF, as I already told 
you, we are in seventh place, and in terms of uranium enrichment, we are below the 
[leading] ten countries. With regard to uranium enrichment, Germany, Holland, and 
England have a large consortium called Urenco. These three countries together 
have a consortium, and their industries are interconnected. But Iran, despite all the 
sanctions imposed on it, has managed to reach this scientific level. In general, in 
terms of nuclear technology – both the nuclear fuel cycle and radio-isotope 
production – we are in a very prominent position, especially in our region. This is 
very clear and has been declared. 

[...] 

Interviewer: Are the new centrifuges different from the old ones? Are they the same 
centrifuges, but in greater numbers, or are their RPMs greater? Please explain 
about the centrifuges. 

Mohammad Ghannadi Maragheh: Centrifuges use a fascinating technology. The 
[centrifuge] has an external and internal pipe, and the internal pipe is the one that 
does the work. It rotates at a speed of 64,000 RPM, or 1,100 revolutions per 
second. This is very fast – faster than the speed of sound. Because of its very high 
speed, in order to avoid friction with air molecules, the centrifuge must be in a 
vacuum when it is rotating. Air must not be allowed to get into the centrifuge, 
because if it did, [the centrifuge] would explode. When it rotates, the 235 and 238 

http://www.memritv.org/clip_transcript/en/1752.htm
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isotopes are separated from one another. 

[...] 

Interviewer: What will bring us more quickly to our goals? More centrifuges or 
faster ones? 

Mohammad Ghannadi Maragheh: No, they all have a speed of 64,000 RPM, and 
there is no difference between them, but the greater output enables us to reach a 
greater amount of enriched uranium in a shorter time. 
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